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Scenes  m tke  Life  of  Ckrist 
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Autkor,  “Origin  and  Principles  of  the  Chris- 
tians," “Christian  Endeavor 
Addresses,  " Etc 
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Preface 


During  the  past  several  years  it 
has  been  my  privilege  to  lecture  in 
a number  of  places  on  the  '^Foot- 
prints of  the  Nazarene/’  or  ^^Scenes 
in  the  Life  of  Christ/’ 

The  lecture  required  two  even- 
ings, and  was  illustrated  by  beau- 
tiful stereopticon  views,  the  ma- 
chine being  operated  by  Mr,  F.  P. 
Bloomfield,  an  expert  artist  in  such 
matters. 

So  far  as  known  to  me  the  lec- 
ture has  been  appreciated  wherever 
given,  and  the  many  expressed  de- 
sires to  have  the  lecture  in  perma- 
nent form  is  my  reason  for  adding 
another  small  volume  to  the  already 
large  number  of  books  which  deal 
with  this  matchless  life. 

If  any  word  herein  recorded,  or 
thought  expressed  shall  aid  any  one 
in  following  a little  closer  /The 
Footprints  of  the  Nazarene,”  I shall 
be  satisfied.  J.  F.  Burnett. 

Muncie,  Ind.,  January  23,  1907. 
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Footprints  of  tke  Nazarene 

or 

Scenes  in  tke  Life  of  Ckrist 


Introductory  More  and  more, 
public  teachers  are 
coming  to  realize  and  appreci- 
ate, the  use  of  the  eye  in 
all  mental  and  moral  instruc- 
tion. We  must  use  the  eye  as 
well  as  the  ear,  if  we  would  make 
correct  and  permanent  impressions. 
It  is  said  that  the  nerves  of  the  eye 
are  twenty  times  stronger  than 
that  of  the  ear,  and  yet  very  little 
use  has  been  made  of  the  eye  in  pub- 
lic teaching.  Put  the  most  eloquent 
and  learned  man  of  the  age  upon 
the  platform,  and  give  him  the  pro- 
foundest  subject  for  discussion 
that  ever  stirred  human  hearts  or 
moved  human  minds,  and  I will 
steal  his  audience,  by  simply  stand- 
ing behind  him  and  combing  my 
hair.  The  audience  will  look,  and 
in  looking,  will  forget  to  listen. 
We  trace  to-night  ^^The  Foot- 
prints’^ of  the  most  illustrious  char- 
acter of  all  history.  It  was  truly 
said  of  him,  that  never  man  spake 
as  did  he. 

Pilate  sitting  in  judgment  upon 
the  life  and  character  of  ^The  Naz- 
arene,’’  with  every  prejudice  of  his 
life,  and  every  influence  of  his  sur- 
roundings in  favor  of  legal  condem- 
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liktion,  said,  find  no  fault  in 
himJ’’  ' Charlemagne,  the  great  king 
of  the  Franks,  said,  ^^Caesar,  Alex- 
ander, and  myself,  have  founded 
great  empires;  the  genius  of  our 
success  was  power;  but  the  Naza- 
rene  founded  an  empire  upon  love, 
and  to-day  millions  would  die  for 
him.”  He  is  illustrious  in  art,  in 
literature,  in  poetry,  in  history,  and 
in  every  other  thing  that  makes  for 
the  betterment  of  mankind. 

This  lecture  is  not  intended  to 
cover  the  life  of  Christ,  but  to  point 
out  a few  interesting  events  in  that 
life,  which  for  beauty  is  beyond 
description,  and  for  power,  must  be 
felt  to  be  known. 

Jerusalem  As  we  have  to  do 
with  him  who  had 
to  do  with  Jerusalem,  it  is 
well  for  us  to  know  something 
of  this  once  great  city,  for  at 
one  time  it  was  the  golden 
city  of  the  world.  Its  sight 
was  early  hallowed  by  God’s  trial 
of  Abraham’s  faith  on  Mount  Mo- 
riah, about  37  miles  from  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea,  and  about  24  miles 
from  the  river  Jordan.  The  most 
ancient  name  of  the  city  was  Salem, 
Gen.  14:18.  Psa.  76:2.  It  was 
also  called  Jebus,  because  it  be- 
longed to  the  Jebusites.  Being  a 
strongly  fortified  and  naturally  pro- 
tected city,  it  resisted  all  the  efforts 
of  Israel  under  Joshua,  and  it  was 
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not  until  David  hurled  his  mighty 
army  against  it,  that  it  yielded  and 
became  a city  of  the  Jews.  When 
David  took  it  he  united  the  two 
names^ — Salem  and  Jebus^ — a n d 
called  it  Jerusalem,  and  it  became 
known  as  the  city  of  David.  Here 
three  great  temples  were  erected 
one  after  the  other. 

The  first  and  most  noted  of  the 
three  being  Solomon^s.  It  required 
seven  years  and  six  months  to  build 
this  temple,  and  for  golden  splen- 
dor it  surpassed-  anything  of  the 
kind  the  world  has  ever  known.  It 
stood  thirty-three  years,  when  it 
was  pillaged  by  Shishak  king  of 
After  this  it  underwent 
sundry  profanations  and  pillages, 
from  Hazael,  Tiglath-xjileser,  and 
Sennacherib,  and  was  at  length  ut- 
terly destroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar 
king  of  Babylon,  having  stood,  ac- 
cording to  Usher,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-four  years,  three  months, 
and  eight  days. 

After  the  return  of  the  Jews 
from  their  seventy  years  bondage 
in  Babylon,  Zerubbabel  rebuilt  the 
temple.  It  required  twenty-one 
years  to  build  this  great  structure, 
for  while  it  was  deficient  in  its 
splendor,  it  was  twice  the  size  of 
the  first.  It  stood  352  years,  and 
was  plundered  and  practically  de- 
stroyed by  Antiochus  Ephipanes. 

About  thirty-seven  years  before 
Christ,  Herod  rebuilt  the  temple 
and  made  it  still  larger  than  Zerub- 
babePs.  This  is  the  one  that  was 
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standing  when  Christ  was  on  the 
earth,  and  which  was  destroyed  ac- 
cording to  his  prophecy  seventy 
years  later  by  Titus,  at  which  time 
the  city  itself  was  destroyed. 

Nazareth  The  village  of  Naz- 
areth is  in  lower 
Galilee,  about  seventy  miles  north 
of  Jerusalem.  It  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Old  Testament, 
but  is  mentioned  twenty-nine 
times  in  the  New.  It  was  the  home 
of  Joseph,  the  village  carpenter,  and 
Mary,  his  sweetheart,  who  became 
the  mother  of  our  Lord. 

It  was  here  that  the  angel  appear- 
ed to  Mary,  and  here  the  Christ 
spent  his  entire  private  life,  except 
the  years  he  was  in  Egypt,  and  it 
was  here  that  he  preached  his  first 
sermon,  having  been  previously  re- 
jected, the  people  thinking  of  him 
only  as  the  son  of  Joseph  the  car- 
penter. After  the  first  rejection, 
he  went  to  Capernaum  which  place 
became  known  as  his  own  city.  On 
the  occasion  of  his  second  visit  he 
went  into  the  synagogue  on  the  Sab- 
bath Day,  and  stood  up  to  read  that 
portion  of  the  Scripture  which  fell 
to  that  day  and  service.  The  les- 
son was  Isaiah  G1 : 1,  and  it  so  plain- 
ly referred  to  him,  that  no  one  need 
to  have  misunderstood.  After  hav- 
ing read  the  prophecy,  he  sat  down, 
and  began,  as  was  the  custom,  to  ex- 
plain and  apply  the  passage.  He 
without  any  hesitation  whatsoever 
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applied  the  description  to  himself. 
To  his  hearers  this  seemed  sheer 
blasphemy. 

They  had  known  him  all  his  life ; 
he  was  the  son  of  a common  carpen- 
ter ; and  such  claims  were  too  lofty 
and  preposterous  to  be  tolerated. 

As  the  murmuring  rose  louder 
and  louder,  Jesus  at  last  turned 
against  his  assailants,  and  told 
them  that  if  they  wanted  him  to 
prove  his  claims  by  such  miracles 
as  he  had  wrought  elsewhere,  he 
would  not  do  so,  since  they  were 
so  prejudiced.  He  would  rather 
act  like  Elijah,  who  withdrew  from 
Israel  when  it  rejected  him,  and 
went  to  the  heathen  widow  of 
Sarepta,  or  like  Elisha,  who  healed 
only  Naaman  the  Syrian,  though 
there  were  many  lepers  of  his  own 
race  in  the  land.  Their  hardness^ 
of  heart  would  drive  him  to  turn 
to  those  who  were  less  obdurate. 
They  could  stand  no  more.  Furious^^ 
at  the  mention  of  the  heathen  be- 
ing preferred  in  any  case  to  their 
own  nation,  the  whole  congrega- 
tion rose  in  wild  clamor,  and  drove 
him  toward  one  of  the  many  steep 
walls  of  rock,  round  the  town,  to 
cast  him  down  headlong.  But  his 
time  was  not  yet  come.  Passing 
through  the  fierce  mob,  he  left  the 
town,  unhurt — never  to  return. 

This,  with  the  other  cities  and 
villages  of  Palestine,  shared  in  the 
curse  the  elews  brought  upon  the 
land  when  they  asked  that  His  blood 
be  upon  them  and  their  children. 
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The  To  me  there  is 
Annunciation  no  sweeter  story, 
than  that  of  the 
angel  coming  to  Mary,  the  sweet- 
heart of  Joseph,  and  telling  her 
that  the  crown  of  motherhood 
had  fallen  upon  her.  Every  Jew- 
ish woman  hoped  to  be  thus 
honored,  and  to  it  they  all  aspired. 
To  be  the  mother  of  the  world^s  Ee- 
deemer,  was  the  one  crown  for 
which  every  woman  in  that  day 
longed,  and  among  them  all,  none 
was  found  so  worthy  as  this  village 
maiden.  There  is  a tradition  that 
one  afternoon  Mary  was  upon 
her  knees  reading  the  book  of  Isa- 
iah, and  as  her  eyes  rested  upon 
the  words  (Isaiah  7:14)  ^^There- 
fore the  Lord  himself  shall  give  you 
a sign;  behold  a virgin  shall  con- 
ceive and  bare  a son  and  shall  call 
him  name  Immanuel,’’  the  angel 
appeared  to  her,  and  announced 
that  she  of  ail  women  was  the  most 
honored,  for  she  was  to  become  the 
mother  of  the  world’s  Redeemer. 

Visiting  Mary  had  a cous- 
Elizabeth  i n , Elizabeth  b y 
name,  living  in  the 
hill  country  of  Judea,  and  im- 
mediately upon  the  departure 
of  the  angel  she  arose  and 
went  to  visit  her.  This  Elizabeth 
was  soon  to  become  the  mother  of 
the  Baptist.  It  has  been  supposed 
by  some  that  Mary  stayed  three 
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months  in  the  home  of  her  cousin, 
and  was  there  at  the  time  John  was 
born.  There  are  two  traditions 
about  Mary,  which  to  me  are  in- 
teresting. One  is,  that  she  went  to 
live  with  John  in  Ephesus,  where 
she  died  and  was  buried.  The  other 
is,  that  she  lived  and  died  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  was  buried  in  the  Gar- 
den of  Gethsemane  near  where  her 
son  had  wept  the  night  of  his  be- 
trayal, and  that  three  days  after 
her  burial,  Thomas  came  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  desiring  to  again  look 
upon  the  face  of  her  whom  all  the 
people  had  loved,  he  had  the  grave 
opened.  The  body  was  not  there, 
but  out  of  the  grave  came  such  a 
rich  and  sweet  perfume,  that  Thom- 
as and  all  who  were  with  him  be- 
lieved that  the  body  had  been  taken 
to  heaven  as  well  as  the  soul,  and 
this  belief  gained  rapidly,  because 
Mary  had  not  withheld  her  body 
from  divine  use. 

Joseph  A decree  had  gone 

Seeking  forth  from  Caesar 

Lodging  Augustus  that  the 
^%hole  world  should  be  enrolled.’’ 
This  was  a great  national  census 
for  political  purposes.  The  Emperor 
wanted  to  know  his  strength  in 
time  of  war,  or  political  stress,  and 
for  this  reason  ordered  the  census 
to  be  taken.  This  enrollment  under 
Roman  authority  betokened  the 
departure  of  all  national  power 
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from  Israel.  At  this  point  all 
prophecy  concerning  Christ’s  com- 
ing was  fulfilled,  and  Christian  his- 
tory begins.  The  scepter  fell,  then 
Shiloh  came.  Joseph  and  Mary 
went  up  to  Bethlehem  according  ta 
the  custom  of  the  country,  that  Jo- 
seph might  be  enrolled,  and  when 
they  arrived,  the  lodging  places 
were  already  full,  and  the  artist 
has  conceived  Joseph  seeking  a 
place  where  he  and  his  young  wife 
could  spend  the  night.  He  found 
it  only  among  the  beasts  of  the  stall, 
where  Mary  brought  forth  her  first 
born,  and  wrapping  him  in  swad- 
dling clothes  laid  him  in  a manger. 

Bethlehem  Bethlehem  was  a 
little  village,  six 
miles  a little  southwest  of  Jeru- 
salem, the  name  meaning  the  House 
of  Bread;  so  named  because  of  the 
fertile  fields  in  the  midst  of  which 
it  is  situated. 

It  was  near  here  that  Ruth  said 
to  Naomi,  her  mother-in-law,  ^^En- 
treat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  nor  to 
return  from  following  after  thee, 
for  where  thou  goest  I will  go,  and 
where  thou  lodgest  I will  lodge, 
where  thou  diest  I will  die,  and 
there  will  I be  buried,  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God 
my  God.”  It  was  near  here  where 
Ruth  gleaned  in  the  fields  of  Boaz, 
who  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  by 
whom  she  became  the  great-grand- 
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mother  of  David.  David  the  great- 
est of  Hebrew  kings  and  poets,  was 
born  here,  and  in  the  shepherd’s 
field  near  here,  he  was  tending  his 
father’s  flocks  when  Samuel  the 
prophet  went  out  in  search  of  a 
king. 

It  was  here  that  Jesse  paraded 
his  sons  before  the  prophet,  only  to 
see  them  one  after  the  other  re-^ 
jected  until  the  ruddy  youth  was 
brought  from  the  fields,  who  at 
once  was  recognized  by  the  prophet 
as  the  chosen  of  the  Lord ; and 
many  years  afterward,  when  David 
had  grown  rich  and  powerful,  he 
lunged  for  a drink  of  water  from 
the  well  near  the  gate  of  his  native 
town. 

Here  in  the  little  city  of  Bethle- 
hem, as  it  nestled  cozily  among  the 
hills  of  Judea,  the  Christ  was  born, 
and  here  the  first  Christian  congre- 
gation of  the  world  assembled  and 
worshiped  the  newborn  King. 

The  Church  The  Latins,  Greeks 
of  the  and  Americans  have 
Nativity  each  a convent  in 
Bethlehem,  and 
there  exists  a fine  church  sup- 
posed to  have  been  built  by 
Helena,  A.  D.  326.  The  monks 
pretend  to  show  the  visitors  the 
very  manger  where  the  infant 
Christ  was  laid,  and  the  spot  where 
he  was  born  is  marked  with  a star. 
Many  travelers  are  disposed  to  look 
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upon  the  whole  matter  as  a miser- 
able deceit  and  wicked  profanation ; 
but  with  that  we  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do,  as  the  picture  on 
the  canvas  is  made  from  an  actual 
photograph  taken  of  the  building 
claimed  to  be  on  the  very  spot 
where  stood  the  stable  in  which  the 
King  of  Glory  was  born. 

4* 

The  Child  Joseph  was  not  able 
Born  to  obtain  any  better 

lodging  than  the 
beasts  of  the  stall,  and  during  their 
stay  the  child  was  born,  and  the 
artist’s  conception  of  the  event  is 
pictured  on  the  canvas  at  this  mo- 
ment. It  must  have  been  a sight 
worthy  the  gaze  of  angels,  and  the 
admiration  of  all  human  intelli- 
gence, to  see  the  highest  born  life 
of  the  world,  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  lowest. 

4* 

The  Shepherds  At  the  time  Christ 
and  the  was  born,  there 
Announcement  were  faithful  shep- 
herds watching 
their  flocks  by  night,  and  to 
them  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
was  sent  to  tell  the  glad  news 
of  the  birth  of  Christ.  Some  have 
supposed  that  the  flocks  were  the 
ones  kept  near  Jerusalem  for  the 
purpose  of  sacrifice,  and  were  of 
the  choicest  kind,  and  free  from  all 
blemish.  Of  this  I do  not  know, 
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but  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
were  ordinary  shepherds,  watching 
their  ordinary  flocks : in  other 
words,  they  were  ordinary  men,  en- 
gaged in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life,  and  to  them  God  saw  flt  to 
break  the  gladest  news  that  ever 
fell  upon  human  ears.  The  pres- 
ence of  the  angel  frightened  the 
shepherds,  at  which  we  are  not  sur- 
prised. The  angel  said,  ^Tear  not, 
for  behold  I bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people,  for  unto  you  is  born  this 
day  in  the  city  of  David,  a Savior 
day  in  the  city  of  David  a Savior, 
which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And 
shall  And  the  babe  wrapped  in 
swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a man- 
ger.’^ 

^^And  suddenly  there  was  with 
the  angel  a multitude  of  the  heav- 
enly host  praising  God,  and  say- 
ing, Glory  to  God  in  the  highest 
and  on  earth  peace  good-will  to- 
ward men.’’  It  was  eminently 
proper  that  the  announcement  of 
his  birth  should  be  made  known 
first  to  the  shepherds,  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  was  to  be  the  Good 
Shepherd.  He  was  fond  of  calling 
himself  the  Good  Shepherd,  and 
telling  how  the  Good  Shepherd 
would  lay  down  his  life  for  the 
sheep. 

•I* 

The  Shepherds  As  soon  as  the 
in  Bethlehem  angels  had  depart- 
ed, the  shepherds 
went  into  Bethlehem  to  see  for 
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themselves  what  wonderful  things 
the  angels  had  told  them.  We 
are  not  told  that  these  shep- 
herds worshiped,  but  we  are  told 
that  ^^they  came  with  haste 
and  found  Mary,  and  Joseph,  and 
the  babe  lying  in  the  manger,  and 
that  when  they  had  seen  it  they 
made  known  abroad  the  saying 
which  was  told  them  concerning 
this  child.’^  I wish  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  strange  ways  in 
which  God  does  things. 

There  were  great  women  in 
those  days.  Women  of  wealth, 
of  great  social  and  religious  in- 
fluence; women  of  refined  and 
cultivated  life;  women  who  would 
shine,  were  they  living  now,  in 
any  political,  social,  literary,  or 
religious  gathering,  to  Avhich  they 
might  go.  But  God  passed  them 
all  by  and  gave  the  crown  of  divine 
motherhood  to  the  village  girl,  the 
sweetheart  of  a common  carpenter. 

There  were  great  cities  in  those 
days,  too.  There  was  Athens,  the 
home  of  the  world’s  scholarship 
and  culture;  the  birthplace  of  re- 
finement and  polite  society;  there 
was  Rome,  the  center  of  political 
and  military  power;  the  tramp  and 
tread  of  Rome’s  victorious  armies, 
and  the  scream  of  her  triumphant 
eagles,  had  been  heard  and  felt 
everywhere;  there  was  Jerusalem, 
the  religious  city  of  the  world,  and 
which  was  at  this  very  time  more 
intensely  religious  than  ever  before ; 
the  smoke  of  her  sacrifices,  her 
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songs  and  her  services  were  well 
nigh  perpetual,  and  yet  God  passed 
them  all  by,  and  gave  the  distinc- 
tion of  the  birthplace  of  his  8011 
to  the  little  village  of  Bethlehem. 
There  v/ere  great  men  too  in  those 
days.  Men  of  fabulous  wealth, 
great  political  influence,  and  social 
power;  men,  who,  were  they  living 
to-day,  would  be  sought  after  with 
great  earnestness  for  their  social 
and  commercial  influence,  and  yet 
God  passed  them  by,  and  sent  an 
angel  to  tell  the  common  shepherds 
of  the  field,  as  they  performed  their 
common  daily  duties,  that  his  8on 
was  born  into  the  world. 

The  Wise  The  simple  Bible 

Men  story  is,  that  there 

came  wise  men  from 
the  east  to  woi-ship  him.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  they  came  from  Egypt, 
Arabia  and  lersia.  Home  things 
were  born  into  the  world  with  the 
birth  of  Christ. 

First.  Interest  in  Childhood. 
The  world  never  had  any  interest 
in  childhood  until  Jesus  Christ  was 
born,  and  the  (K)untries  noAV  which 
have  not  Christ  have  no  concern 
for  the  children.  Only  Christian 
countries  have  toys  and  playthings 
for  children.  Had  you  asked  Pha- 
raoh what  , to  do  with  children,  he 
would  have  answered,  put  them  to 
death;  let  the  midwives  wash  their 
hands  in  their  blood.  Had  you 
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asked  Herod  what  to  do  with  chil- 
dren, he  would  have  told  you  to  de- 
stroy them;  but  when  you  ask  the 
Christ  what  to  do  with  the  little 
ones,  he  says,  ^^Sutfer  the  children 
and  forbid  them  not  to  come  unto 
me  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.’’ 

Second.  Inquiry,  No  sooner 
was  Christ  born  than  the  world 
began  to  make  inquiry,  and  the  wise 
men  pf  the  east  asked  the  most  im- 
portant question  of  that  age,  when 
they  said,  ^^Where  is  he  that  is  born 
King  of  the  Jews?”  It  should  be 
remembered  that  each  of  these 
countries  had  a religion,  and  very 
evidentlj^  these  men  were  of  the 
most  religious  class  of  their  nation. 
Wisdom  always  inquires  after  di- 
vine things ; ignorance  alone  knows 
enough. 

Third.  Leadership,  When  these 
wise  men  made  inquiry,  God  sent 
them  a leader  and  a guide.  God 
does  not  want  any  one  inquiring 
after  truth  to  wander  about  amid 
uncertainties.  God  sent  a star,  and 
every  star,  be  it  scientific,  philo- 
sophic, or  religious,  will,  when  rev- 
erently followed,  hover  over  the 
cradle  of  the  Christ,  and  lead  the 
devout  inquirer  after  truth  to  him 
who  is  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the 
Life. 

Fourth.  Recognition,  No  soon- 
er was  the  child  born  than  his  pres- 
ence was  recognized.  You  say,  O, 
I don’t  recognize  his  birth.  Yes 
you  do,  and  you  would  be  unable 
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to  do  business  did  you  not  do  it. 
Go  to  the  bank  and  write  a note  ior 
a hundred-  dollars,  and  offer  good 
security,  sign  your  name  properly, 
and  fill  out  the  blanks  in  the  regu- 
lation way. 

The  banker  has  told  you,  you 
you  could  have  the  money,  but 
when  he  looks  at  the  note  he  hands 
it  back  to  you  and  says  he  cannot 
lend  money  on  such  a note.  What 
is  the  matter?  Only  this,  you  have 
neglected  to  acknowledge  the  birth 
of  Christ  by  failing  to  date  the  note. 
Every  note  you  draw,  every  check 
you  sign,  every  letter  you  write, 
every  deed  you  execute,  every  mort- 
gage you  give,  must  bear  on  them 
a recognition  of  His  birth,  or  they 
are  not  worth  the  paper  on  which 
they  are  written,  and  whether  men 
will  or  not,  they  must  acknowledge 
the  birth  of  the  world's  Redeemer. 

The  Wise  Men  These  Avise  men 

and  Herod  came  to  Jerusalem 
and  had  a confer- 
ence with  Herod  who  professed  to  be 
much  interested,  and  enjoined  them 
to  search  diligently,  and  Avhen  they 
had  found  the  young  child  to  bring 
him  word,  that  he  might  go  and 
worship  him  also.  All  this  was 
hypocritical,  and  God  instructed 
the  Avise  men  not  to  return  to  Her- 
od, but  to  return  into  their  own 
country  another  way.  It  has  been 
supposed  that  these  wise  men  Avere 
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the  kings  of  the  countries  from 
which  they  came,  and  that  as  such 
it  was  perfectly  proper  for  them 
to  call  upon  Herod  the  king  of 
Judea.  They  may  have  been  kings, 
and  Jesus  Avas  well  worthy  to  be 
Avorshiped  by  the  kings  of  earth, 
but  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
they  AA^ere  the  priests  of  the  religion 
of  their  seA^eral  countries,  and  that 
in  their  coming  they  represented 
the  religion  of  their  countries  rath- 
er tlian  the  political  or  military 
gOA^ernment.  The  time  of  their 
coming  has  been  variously  placed 
by  different  writers;  some  putting 
it  off  until  after  the  presentation 
in  the  temple,  but  I think  that  it 
Avas  immediately  upon  his  birth, 
and  that  the  star  had  appeared 
long  enough  before  his  birth  for 
them  to  make  the  journey  from 
their  distant  homes  to  Bethlehem. 

The  Approach  Here  the  artist  has 
given  us  a picture 
of  pageantry,  parade,  display, 
of  exhibition ; and  because  of  this, 
many  haA^e  supposed  that  those  Avho 
came  AAere  kings.  They  may  have 
been  as  the  tradition  has  it,  kings 
Melchor,  Casper  and  Balthazer,  but 
Avhetlier  they  AA^ere  kings  or  not, 
they  Avere  approaching  ‘'The  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,’*  and  it 
AA^ere  AA^ell  that  they  came  Avith  some 
])omp  and  splendor,  and  there  may 
lie  as  much  genuine  humility  of 
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heart  in  such  things  when  in  the 
presence  of  this  great  King,  as  by 
what  the  church  sometimes  calls 
the  more  simple  forms  of  worship. 
He  is  King  and  worthy  of  our  best 
service  and  most  impressive  wor- 
ship. 

•i* 

The  Wise  Men  Here,  in  my  humble 
in  Worship  judgment,  is  the 
first  Christian  con- 
gregation of  the  world.  Not  the  first 
religious  congregation,  but  the  first 
Christian.  It  was  composed  exclu- 
sively of  men.  Strong  men.  Why 
men  do  not  worship  to-day  I do 
not  know,  but  here  in  the  first  con- 
gregation that  worshiped  the  Christ 
of  God,  we  find  men  only.  They 
were  wise  men.  It  has  been 
said,  that  religion  would  do  for 
old  men  and  silly  women.  But  here 
is  the  wisdom  of  the  world  at  the 
feet  of  the  Christ.  It  has  ever  been 
so.  Wisdom  is  always  at  the  altar; 
it  is  ignorance  that  fails  to  worship. 
Wisdom  bows  and  is  reverent;  ig- 
norance is  high  headed  and  self- 
confident.  Then  they  were  rich 
men.  Wealth  and  intelligence  unite 
to  honor  the  new-born  King.  I 
may  differ  very  widely  , from  your 
idea,  but  I believe  that  the  wealth 
of  the  world  has  always  been  laid 
at  the  feet  of  the  Master. 

When  you  think  of  our  mission- 
ary enterprises,  our  educational 
and  charitable  institutions,  which 
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require  such  vast  sums  of  money  to 
run,  and  that  they  have  always 
been  supported  by  public  and  pri- 
vate contributions,  you  will  read- 
ily see  why  I think  that  the  wealth 
of  the  world  lies  at  the  feet  of  the 
Christ.  I have  more  than  once  been 
interested  in  this  first  worship.  I 
do  not  know  what  they  did,  except 
what  is  recorded.  They  may  have 
sung  a song  in  the  way  they  would 
have  done  in  their  own  temples  of 
worship;  they  may  have  chanted 
one  of  the  Psalms  of  David  ; they 
may  have  prayed;  I do  not  know; 
but  this  I know,  that  they  made  an 
offering.  Gold,  frankincense  and 
myrrh.  The  gold  was  the  offering 
of,  and  to  a king.  Thus  in  this 
first  worship,  we  have  a clear  recog- 
nition of  his  kingship.  The  frank- 
incense was  the  offering  to,  or  of 
the  priests,  and  in  it  we  have  the 
recognition  of  his  priesthood. 

The  myrrh  was  a medicine,  and 
in  this  we  have  the  recognition  of 
the  human  element  in  his  character. 
(I  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  was 
human  and  divine,  nor  humanly  di- 
vine, nor  divinely  human,  but  that 
he  was  divine,  and  yet  there  was 
an  element  in  his  character  which 
directly  connected  him  with  our 
humanity  in  the  sense  that  he  was 
numbered  with  the  transgressors.) 
Thus  his  Kingship,  his  Priesthood 
and  his  connection  with  our  hu- 
manity were  recognized,  and  set 
forth  in  this  first  worship.  The 
gold  may  have  been  sufficient  for 
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the  expenses  of  the  trip  to  Egypt, 
and  ample  for  all  the  outlay  re- 
quired while  there.  One  thing  we 
should  keep  in  mind,  and  that  is, 
these  wise  men  gave  the  best  they 
had,  to  him  whom  they  loved  and 
worshiped. 

In  the  Temple  The  Jewish  law  re- 
fer quired  that  the 
Purification  mother  of  a male 
child  should  pre- 
sent herself  with  her  child,  when  it 
for  forty  days  old,  in  the  temple, 
for  purification  and  an  offering  for 
a sacrifice. 

Those  who  were  able  on  such  oc- 
casions offered  a lamb,  and  those 
who  were  not,  were  permitted  to 
offer  a pair  of  turtle  doves  or  two 
young  pigions.  In  keeping  with 
this  custom  and  in  obedience  to  the 
law,  Mary  presented  herself  with 
the  doves  at  the  proper  time,  and 
the  prescribed  place,  that  she  might 
receive  the  ceremonial  purification 
and  the  certificate  of  the  priest. 
Mary  must  have  felt  strangely  con- 
scious, and  deeply  assured  of  the 
divine  presence  and  of  her  inno- 
cence, or  she  would  have  been  very 
greatly  embarrassed,  for  it  will  be 
remembered  she  was  not  a married 
woman  at  the  time  of  the  concep- 
tion, and  no  condition  has  ever 
been  so  repulsive  in  the  sight  of 
men  as  illegal  and  immoral  parent- 
age. But  Mary  knew  her  innocence. 
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and  she  knew  that  God  knew  it, 
and  hence  without  any  hesitation 
whatsoever,  she  went  to  the  temple 
and  asked  of  the  priests  her  cere- 
monial purification.  Here  she  met 
good  old  Simeon,  a just  and  devout 
man,  awaiting  the  consolation  of 
Israel,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  was  up- 
on him,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  had 
revealed  it  unto  him  that  he  should 
not  see  death  before  he  had  seen 
the  Lord’s  Christ,  and  he  came  in 
and  took  the  child  in  his  arms,  and 
with  quivering  emotion,  said : 
^^Lord,  lettest  thou  thy  servant  de- 
part in  peace  according  to  thy 
word,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation,  which  thou  hast  prepar- 
ed before  the  face  of  all  people:  A 
light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and 
the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel.” 
And  the  prophetess  Anna,  a woman 
of  very  great  age,  and  a widow, 
came  in,  and  when  she  saw  the 
babe,  she  expressed  her  joy,  and 
praised  God  for  his  goodness. 

The  Angel  After  the  wise  men 
Appearing  to  had  worshiped,  God 
Joseph  warned  them  not  to 
• return  to  Herod, 

and  so  they  returned  into  their 
own  country  another  way ; that 
is,  they  did  not  take  tlie  cara- 
van route  back  to  the  east. 
Then  God  sent  an  angel  to 
tell  Joseph  to  take  the  young  child 
and  his  mother,  and  flee  into 
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Egypt,  and  to  remain  there,  until 
he  should  be  called  home.  Evident- 
ly the  journey  was  not  commenced 
until  after  the  forty  days  had  ex- 
pired, and  Mary  had  presented  her- 
self in  the  temple  for  purification. 
I think  the  journey  was  commenced 
immediately  after  the  purification, 
for  it  would  have  been  known  to 
Herod  that  they  were  in  Jerusalem, 
and  had  they  stayed  very  long,  he 
would  have  taken  the  child’s  life, 
had  such  a thing  been  possible. 

God  was  managing  the  affairs  of 
his  Kingddm,  and  prophecies  were 
being  fulfilled,  and  righteousness 
gaining  victories  over  wrong  at 
every  step  in  the  proceedings. 

The  Journey  Two  things  may  be 
Into  Egypt  said  of  the  Christ 
at  this  time. 

First,  his  eventful  life  had  al- 
ready begun.  He  was  but  a babe, 
but  the  nations  of  the  earth  were 
stirred,  and  kings  were  on  the  alert, 
lest  he  out-do  them  in  greatness. 

Second,  the  land  of  Israel’s  op- 
pression becomes  the  land  of  pro- 
tection for  the  ^^World’s  Redeem- 
er.” Moses,  Israel’s  first  deliverer, 
was  literally  driven  out  of  Egypt, 
and  noAV  Jesus  the  Avorld’s  deliver- 
er, is  sent  into  Egypt,  that  he  might 
find  protection  from  the  cruel  tyr- 
anny and  sharpened  knives  of  king 
Herod.  Surely, 

“God  moves  in  a mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform.” 
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There  is  a tradition  that  they  had 
not  thought  how  they  should  cross 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  until  they 
were  approaching  it,  and  then  they 
began  to  Avonder  how  they  would 
cross.  The  tradition  says  that  a boat 
was  seen  approaching  the  shore, 
and  when  it  came  to  where  they 
were,  they  saw  that  it  was  manned 
by  angels,  who  told  them  to  get 
in,  which  they  did,  and  were  safely 
taken  to  the  opposite  shore,  from 
whence  they  proceeded  on  their 
journey. 

Once  Avhile  I Avas  ‘living  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio*  riA^er, 
Brother  McCullough  came  to  visit 
me.  One  evening  Avhile  he  Avas  with 
me,  we  crossed  the  river  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  service  on  the 
Kentucky  side.  A number  of  my 
young  people  having  heard  of  our 
going  came  ov^er  and  enjoyed  the 
service.  After  service,  they  pre- 
ceded us  to  the  riA^er,  and  crossed 
before  we  arrived.  When  vve  did  ar- 
riA^e  there  Avas  not  a boat  in  sight, 
and  all  was  dark  and  still.  Soon 
we  heard  the  plash  of  the  boat- 
man’s oars  far  out  upon  the  Avater. 
We  peered  out  upon  the  dark  Avat- 
ers,  but  could  see  no  one.  Plain- 
er and  plainer  fell  the  plash  of  the 
boatman’s  oars  upon  our  ears,  and 
at  last  we  discerned  far  out  upon 
the  water,  the  form  of  the  boat  and 
its  oarsman ; nearer  and  nearer  it 
came  until  it  touched  the  shore,  and 
Ave  were  bidden  get  in.  The  young 
people  who  had  preceded  us  to  the 
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home  shore  of  the  river,  ^yere  await- 
ing our  coming,  and  as  we  ap- 
proached they  swung  a light  far 
above  their  heads,  and  sang  a song 
of  welcome  to  us,  their  voices  float- 
ing out  on  the  still  night  air  in  a 
richness  and  fullness,  the  like  of 
which  I have  never  since  heard.  I 
stood  up  in  the  boat  and  said, 
'•^Brother  McCullough,  this  is  the 
way  it  is  to  be  when  we  come  down 
to  the  dark  deep  river  of  death. 
Our  friends  who  have  preceded 
us 'will  await  our  coming  and  wel- 
come us  with  a song  of  immortal 
sweetness,  and  the  arch  of  the  skies 
shall  be  all  aflame  with  the  light 
of  their  divine  intelligence.^’  We 
must  all  come  to  the  river  of  death, 
and  may  angels  and  loved  ones  meet 
us  there. 

The  Sojourn  What  occurred 
in  Egypt  while  the  family 
was  in  Egypt,  we 
do  not  know,  and  what  they 
did  is  unknown  to  us,  both 
of  which  is  of  little  if  any  im- 
portance. It  may  be  that  the  gold 
given  by  the  wise  men  was  sufficient 
for  all  their  wants,  but  I am  in- 
clined to  think  that  Joseph  worked 
at  his  trade,  and  honestly,  and  in 
the  ordinary  way  supported  the 
mother  and  babe.  We  know  that 
they  remained  in  Egypt  until  the 
death  of  Herod,  which  occurred  in 
the  thirty -seventh  year  of  his  reign. 
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We  do  not  know  when  his  reign 
began,  and  hence  the  impossibility 
of  determining  the  year  of  his 
death.  The  best  chronologers  sup- 
pose that  the  family  remained  in 
Egypt  between  two  and  four  years. 
I like  to  think  with  a tradition 
which  I shall  relate  later  on,  that 
Jesus  was  near  four  years  old  when 
they  left  Egypt. 

•I* 

The  Death  When  Herod  real- 
of  the  ized  that  Jesus  was 

Children  born,  he  saw  what 

he  supposed  to  be 
a formidable  rival  for  his  throne, 
and  at  once  set  about  to  prevent 
this  supposed  rivalry  and  adopted 
the  most  heroic  measures  for 
that  purpose.  He  ordered  that 
all  the  male  children  of  two  years 
and  younger,  in  Bethlehem  and  all 
the  coasts  round  about  should  be 
put  to  death,  and  they  were,  and 
no  hand  can  paint  the  scene,  and 
no  tongue  can  tell  the  horror  of 
that  day,  when  the  soldiers  slew 
the  innocents,  even  in  the  arms  of 
their  mothers.  But  Herod  reckon- 
ed not  that  he  was  dealing  Avith 
God.  Hoav  futile  the  hand  of  man 
Avhen  stretched  out  against  the  pow- 
er of  the  Almighty.  No  cruel  hand 
was  laid  on  the  Christ.  The  mighty 
God  was  his  defense  and  the  Fa- 
thers love  his  rock  of  safety.  Tra- 
dition tells  us  that  on  that  dread- 
fully bloody  day,  Elizabeth  with 
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John  was  in  Bethlehem,  and  the 
soldiers  seeing  her  with  a child  by 
her  side  made  after  them,  when 
Elizabeth  ran  and  cried,  ^^Now, 
Lord,  is  thy  time  to  help,’’  and  the 
mountain  which  she  was  approach- 
ing, opened  and  swallowed  her  and 
her  child  up,  and  kept  them  safely 
until  the  death  of  Herod. 

The  Shadow  We  are  told  by  tra- 
of  the  Cross  dition  that  when 
Jesus  was  nearly 
four  years  old,  he  had  not  yet  Avalk- 
ed,  and  that  his  mother  Avas  great- 
ly grieved  because  of  it.  That  one 
evening  as  she  was  trying  to  in- 
duce her  boy  to  rise  and  walk,  he 
sitting  on  the  ground  in  the  tent 
between  her  and  the  opening 
through  which  the  setting  sun  was 
sending  a flood  of  golden  light,  and 
in  which  he  w^as  sitting,  that  he 
arose  and  stretching  out  his  arms, 
he  formed  the  shadoAv  of  the  cross 
from  himself  to  his  mother,  and 
that  when  she  saw  it  she  knew  that 
upon  a cruel  cross,  and  not  a shad- 
ow, her  boy — the  idol  of  her  heart 
and  the  joy  of  her  life — would  one 
day  be  hung.  It  is  said  that  Mary 
always  after  that  scene  walked  in 
the  shadow  of  the  cross. 

The  Return  As  far  as  we  know, 
from  Egypt  the  return  was  un- 
eventful, but  we 
know  rhat  they  went  to  Nazareth 
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and  remained  there,  living  as  or- 
dinary people  until  time  for  the 
public  entry  upon  his  mission. 
In  my  note  on  Nazareth  I as- 
sumed that  it  was  the  homo  of 
Mary  and  Joseph  before  the  incar- 
nation. For  this  I am  told  that 
I have  no  reliable  authority,  which 
fact  I confess,  and  yet  it  is  pleasant 
to  think  of  them  living  in  this  town 
and  knowing  and  loving  each  other 
as  common  folks,  before  the  incar- 
nation. We  do  know  that  when 
J oseph  returned  with  Mary  and 
her  child,  that  even  though  Herod 
was  dead,  he  was  afraid  because 
Archelaus  reigned  in  his  stead,  and 
that  he  turned  into  Galilee  and 
came  and  dwelt  in  a city  called 
Nazareth. 

Left  The  law  of  Moses 

Behind  required  all  the 

males  to  attend  the 
three  great  annual  feasts — Tab- 
ernacles, Pentecost,  and  Passover. 
When  Jesus  was  twelve  years 
old,  Joseph  and  Mary  made  the 
customary  journey  to  Jerusalem 
to  attend  the  Passover  Feast, 
and  finished  their  visit,  but  Jesus 
taried  in  Jerusalem  without  their 
knowledge  or  consent. 

Thinking  that  he  was  among 
their  fellow  travelers  or  kinsmen, 
they  went  a day’s  journey  before 
searching  for  him  among  their  ac- 
quaintances and  relatives.  As 
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they  did  not  find  him  they  returned 
to  Jerusalem  searching  everywhere 
for  him,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
third  day  that  they  found  him. 
That  children  should  be  lost  from 
their  parents  was  not  surprising. 

Those  who  have  visited  Jerusa- 
lem, or  other  Oriental  cities,  must 
have  noticed  how  narrow,  crooked, 
and  crowded  Oriental  streets  are; 
and  they  cannot  be  astonished  to 
hear  that  companions  lose  sight  of 
each  other  so  easily;  indeed,  sec- 
tions of  some  streets  are  arched 
over,  and  therefore  are  very  dark. 
During  festive  seasons,  the  popula- 
tion of  Jerusalem  is  enormously 
greater  than  usual,  and  in  our 
Lord’s  time,  during  Passover  Week, 
its  population  was  quadrupled,  and 
children  and  parents,  or  compan- 
ions easily  lost  one  another. 

We  may  suppose  that  had  Jesus 
been  in  the  company,  he  would  have 
been  courteous,  kind,  thoughtful  of 
others,  religious  and  obliging. 
Would  it  not  have  been  well  for  the 
parents  to  have  known  his  where- 
abouts? Are  parents  justified  in 
‘^supposing”  the  whereabouts  of 
their  children?  Should  they  not 
rather  know  certainly  where  they 
are? 

❖ 

In  the  Temple  Tins  is  the  second 
at  Twelve  time  we  have  seen 
the  child  Jesus  in 
the  temple.  The  first  was  when 
(3) 
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his  mother  brought  him  there  to 
present  herself  for  purification.  He 
is  now  twelve  years  old,  and  de- 
clares that  he  ^^must  be  about  his 
Father’s  business.’’ 

A Jewish  boy  left  his  mother’s 
breast  at  three;  at  five  he  was  set 
to  learn  small  portions  of  the  law, 
and  at  twelve  he  reached  his  major- 
ity, and  became  a son  of  the  law. 
He  now  wears  the  prescribed  phy- 
lactery^, and  becomes  responsible 
for  his  own  conduct.  It  was  not 
until  the  third  day  that  Joseph  and 
Mary  found  him.  He  was  in  the 
Temple,  sitting  among  the  doctors, 
asking  and  answering  questions, 
and  all  were  astonished  at  the  wis- 
dom of  one  so  young.  Joseph  and 
Mary  were  amazed  to  see  him  there, 
and  his  mother  said,  ‘‘My  child,  why 
have  you  treated  us  like  this? 
Your  father  and  T have  been 
searching  for  you  in  great  dis- 
tress.” "‘‘What  made  you  search  for 
me,”  was  the  boy’s  reply.  "Hlid  you 
not  know  that  I must  be  in  my 
Father’s  house?”  And  it  may  also 
be  supposed  that  this  answer  in- 
cludes the  fact  that  he  was  con- 
scious of  his  manhood,  and  conse- 
quent responsibility. 

As  though  he  would  say,  ^'Moth- 
er, have  you  forgotten  that  I am 
now  a man,  and  must  take  a man’s 
place  and  accept  a man’s  responsi- 
bilities?” His  answer  stilled  the 
S])irit  of  rebuke  in  Mary’s  heart, 
and  filled  her  with  awe.  She  did 
not  understand  his  meaning,  but 
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she  kept  the  saying  in  her  heart. 
She  felt  there  was  something  in  her 
son  that  w^ent  beyond  her. 

It  has  been  said  there  were  in  the 
temple  at  that  time  the  three  great- 
est Kabbis  of  all  history.  Hillel, 
verging  on  a hundred  years  of  age, 
vSimeon,  his  son,  about  eighty,  and 
Gamaliel,  at  whose  feet  the  great 
apostle  Paul  sat  and  learned  the 
lessons  of  his  life. 

Leaving  the  The  picture  of  Jesus 
Temple  with  and  his  mother  is 
His  Mother  always  an  interest- 
ing one  to  me,  and 
I delight  in  thinking  that  he  al- 
ways kept  close  to  her,  and  that 
she  made  of  him  a daily  and 
tender  companion.  We  are  told 
that  they  returned  to  Naza- 
reth, where  he  remained  subject  to 
Joseph  and  Mary.  From  this  fact 
the  modern  world  could  learn  its 
most  imperative  lesson.  Parental 
authority  has  been  foolishly  and 
wickedly  surrendered,  and  must  be 
wisely  and  holily  regained.  An 
army  without  discipline  is  no  more 
dangerous  than  a nursery.  The 
discipline  in  the  home  of  our  Lord 
should  become  a universal  model. 

His  Boyhood  Of  this  we  absolute- 
Life  ly  know  nothing 
upon  which  we  can 
rely.  I love  to  think  of  him  as  a 
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rollicking,  laughing,  romping  good- 
natured  boy,  and  a genteel,  oblig- 
ing and  courteous  young  man ; and 
to  suppose  that  he  were  other  than 
this,  would  do  violence  to  all  the 
facts  and  characteristics  of  his  life. 
There  are  many  traditions  about 
him  as  a boy,  and  while  they  may 
not  be  relied  upon  at  all,  they  are 
interesting  and  pleasing  stories, 
especially  for  children. 

One  legend  relates  that  the 
Christ  Child,  once  in  his  hurry  to 
bring  water  to  his  mother,  broke  his 
pitcher.  Undismayed  by  this  ac- 
cident, he  brought  the  water  home 
in  a corner  of  his  robe,  or  in  the 
handkerchief  which  he,  like  all  the 
people  around  him,  wore  on  his 
head,  to  protect  himself  from  the 
too  ardent  sun.  On  another  oc- 
casion eTesus  went  down  into  the 
village  to  play  with  the  boys.  As 
the  latter  did  not  wish  to  share 
their  games,  they  hid  away  in  the 
houses,  telling  their  mothers  not  to 
reveal  their  hiding  place.  The 
Christ  Child  came  to  the  door  of  a 
house  where  several  boys  were  con- 
cealed, and  asked  the  woman  who 
stood  on  the  threshhold  where  the 
children  might  be.  She  promptly 
answered  that  she  did  not  know, 
although  the  suppressed  titter  of 
the  children,  and  their  rustling  in 
the  straw  where  they  were  hiding, 
were  quiet  audible  where  she  stood. 
Oazing  up  into  her  face  the  Christ 
Child  asked : ^^What  is  the  noise 
I hear?’’  Unabashed  by  this 


Scenes  in  the  Life  of  Christ  35 

question,  the  woman  said  it  was 
only  the  kids  rustling  in  the 
straw.  Then  Jesus  cried  aloud: 
^‘Come  out  here,  O kids,  to  your 
shepherd/^  The  rustle  in  the  straw 
became  louder,  and  in  a few  min- 
utes the  woman  saw  her  children 
rush  out  into  the  street  in  the  shape 
of  kids  and  begin  to  skip  around 
the  Lord.  In  her  terror  the  mother 
now  besought  Christ  to  forgive  the 
lie  she  had  uttered,  and  restore  her 
children  to  their  former  condition. 
Ever  ready  to  forgive,  the  Lord 
Jesus  therefore  said:  ^^Come,  boys, 
let  us  go  and  play;’’  and  imme- 
diately, while  the  woman  stood 
there,  the  kids  were  changed  back 
into  boys. 

■ 

Zachariah  In  the  reign  of  Her- 
and  Elizabeth  od,  there  lived  a 
priest  of  the  divis- 
ion called  after  Abijah,  whose 
name  was  Zachariah.  His  wife, 
who  was  named  Elizabeth,  was  al- 
so a descendent  of  Aaron.  They 
were  both  God-fearing  people,  and 
lived  irreproachable  lives  in  con- 
formity to  all  the  commandments 
and  requirements  of  the  law.  They 
had  no  children,  Elizabeth  being 
barren ; and  both  of  them  advanced 
in  years.  His  residence,  when  not 
on  duty  in  Jerusalem,  was  in  the 
hill  country  south  of  the  city. 

One  day  while  he  was  officiating 
in  the  temple  an  angel  appeared  to 
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him  and  told  him  that  he  would  be- 
come the  father  of  a son.  This  the 
old  priest  could  not  believe,  be- 
cause of  his  years,  and  the  extreme 
age  of  his  wife,  and  so  expressed 
his  disbelief  to  the  angel,  for  which 
he  was  ismitten  with  dumbness  and 
remained  so  until  after  the  birth  of 
his  son. 

At  the  time  of  the  circumcision, 
when  the  boy  was  eight  days  old, 
his  neighbors  and  relatives  in  keep- 
ing with  a long  and  well  establish- 
ed custom  wanted  to  call  him  Zach- 
ariah  after  his  father.  When  the 
name  Zachariah  was  proposed,  the 
father  made  signs  for  writing  ma- 
terial; when  furnished  with  it,  he 
wrote,  ^^His  name  shall  be  John,’^ 
when  his  tongue  was  loosed,  and 
he  burst  forth  in  gladsome  song, 
praising  God  for  his  great  mercy 
and  loving  kindness  to  the  children 
of  men. 

John  the  John  the  Baptist, 

Baptist  the  sturdy  o 1 d 

preacher  of  right- 
eousness and  the  hero  of  the  wilder- 
ness. He  came  as  the  forerunner  of 
our  Lord, and  as  you  have  been  told, 
was  the  son  of  Zachariah  and  Eliza- 
beth. He  was  about  six  months 
older  than  the  Christ,  and  next  to 
him  the  greatest  character  of  all 
history.  He  passed  his  early  life 
among  the  hills  and  crags  of  Judea, 
and  when  not. far  from  thirty  years 
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of  age  appeared  as  the  prophet  of 
the  Lord.  Being  a priest  by  birth, 
and  an  austere  Nazarite  in  appear- 
ance and  mode  of  life,  he  was  a re- 
production of  Elijah  of  old. 

(jreat  multitudes  from  all  parts 
of  Judea  flocked  to  hear  him,  and  he 
was  not  slow  in  denouncing  their 
sins  and  telling  them  the  truth  con- 
cerning their  lives.  He  was  a pop- 
ular preacher,  notwithstanding  his 
austei-e  manner  and  bold  denouncia- 
tions.  The  Sanhedrin  sent  a depu- 
tation to  question  him,  and  Herod 
the  king  heard  him  gladly,  but  John 
laid  all  the  honor  which  came  to 
him  at  the  feet  of  the  Master,  say- 
ing, ^^One  cometh  after  me  whose 
shoes  I am  not  worthy  to  stoop 
down  and  unloose.’’  His  work  was 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  coming 
of*  the  Lord.  His  clothes  were 
made  of  camel’s  hair  with  a leath- 
ern girdle  about  his  loins,  and  his 
food  was  locusts  and  wild  honey. 
I am  told  that  the  food  was  the 
common  food  of  the  poor,  and  that 
it  was  really  palatable.  The  locusts 
were  caught  in  large  numbers  and 
dried  either  in  the  sun  or  by  the 
fire,  and  afterward  they  were 
ground  into  flour  and  made  into 
cakes,  and  when  spread  with  the 
wild  honey  with  which  the  trees 
and  rocks  of  Judea  abounded  were 
not  bad  eating.  I have  sometimes 
thought  that  he  wanted  better 
clothes,  but  though  he  couM  not 
have  them,  he  Avas  brave  enough  to 
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do  his  work  with  the  clothes  he 
had. 

There  is  one  thing  about  dress 
that  all  should  keep  in  mind, 
and  that  is  appropriateness.  The 
man  or  woman  who  dresses  in 
keeping  with  the  work  they 
have  to  do,  are  well  dressed. 
We  should  not  wear  clothes  to 
church  that  we  wear  in  the  field,  or 
shop,  or  kitchen,  if  at  all  possible 
to  have  others ; nor  should  we  wear 
the  clothes  in  thci  field,  shop,  or 
kitchen,  that  we  wear  to  church. 
John  came  to  his  death  because  he 
had  the  courage  to  tell  king  Herod 
that  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to 
live  with  his  brother  Phillip’s  wife. 
Herodias  came  in  one  da}'  and  danc- 
ed in  the  presence  of  the  king,  and 
he  was  pleased  with  her,  and  prom- 
ised to  give  her  anything  she  might 
ask.  Of  course  the  wicked,  lecher- 
ous king,  would  be  pleased  with  her 
jumping  about,  and  all  the  more  so, 
the  more  of  her  person  she  ex])OS- 
ed.  Any  wicked  man  likes  to  see  a 
girl  hop  and  jump,  and  dance,  and 
the  more  she  exposes  lierself  the 
better  he  is  pleased.  She  asked 
her  mother  what  she  should  desire 
of  the  king,  and  she  told  her  to  re- 
quest the  head  of  John  the  Pa])tist 
in  a charger,  and  so  the  head, 
wreaking  with  blood,  was  given  her. 
So  much  for  the  outcome  of  an  ori- 
ental dance,  and  little  better  has 
come  of  any  other  one  since  then. 
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The  Baptism  It  has  been  full 
of  Jesus  eighteen  years  since 
we  saw  Jesus. 
When  we  saw  him  last  he  was  a 
ruddy  youth  of  twelve,  disputing 
with  the  doctors  in  the  temple.  He 
spent  those  years  with  his  mother 
and  Joseph  in  their  home  in  Naza- 
reth, where  he  lived  subject  to  their 
wishes.  John  is  baptizing  in  Jor- 
dan, and  Jesus  comes  to  him  and 
demands  to  be  baptized.  Just  how 
far  Jesus  came  I do  not  know. 
Some  have  estimated  the  distance 
at  seventy  miles,  and  others  not 
more  than  twenty  or  thirty.  “ But 
no  matter  how  far  it  was,  he  came, 
and  when  John  saw  him  he  at  once 
recognized  a superior  being,  and 
when  Jesus  asked  baptism  of  him, 
he  said,  ^ J have  need  to  be  baptized 
of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me?’^ 
But  Jesus  said,  ^^Suffer  it  to  be  so 
now,  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  ful- 
fill all  righteousness.’’  His  being 
baptized  by  John,  put  the  seal 
of  divine  approval  upon  John’s 
ministry.  John  had  been  telling  ot 
his  coming,  and  now  that  he  came 
and  was  baptized  before  the  eyes  of 
the  multitude,  John  could  truthful- 
ly say,  ^ Jt  is  as  I have  told  you.” 

T do  not  wish  to  criticise  nor  con- 
trovert any  opinion  that  may  be 
held  by  any  one,  upon  the  subject  of 
baptism,  but  there  are  a few  things 
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about  the  baptism  of  Jesus  which 
we  should  not  overlook.  He  was 
grown.  He  went  to  the  water.  He 
went  down  into  the  water.  He 
came  up  out  of  the  water.  He  was 
not  baptized  to  make  him  the  Son  of 
God,  but  because  he  was  the  Son  of 
God.  He  was  just  as  much  the 
Son  of  God  before  his  baptism,  as 
he  was  afterward.  We  should  not 
be  baptized  to  make  us  the  children 
of  God,  but  if  we  are  the  children 
of  God  we  should  be  baptized. 

The  River  The  chief  river  of 
Jordan  Palestine;  the  sa- 
cred river  of  the 
chosen  people.  It  runs  from  north 
to  south  and  divides  the  Holy  Land 
into  two  parts,  of  which  the  larger 
and  more  important  lies  on  the 
west  side.  It  was  during  the  an- 
nual ^^swelling  of  the  Jordan’’  that 
Joshua  and  the  Israelites  cross- 
ed it,  yet  the  swift  and  swol- 
len current  was  arrested  in  its 
course  opposite  Jericho;  and  while 
the  waters  below  the  city  rolled  on 
to  the  sea,  those  above  it  were  mi- 
raculously stayed,  and  left  in  the 
river  bed  a wide  passage  for. the 
hosts  of  Israel.  Twice  afterwards 
the  Jordan  was  miraculously  cross- 
ed, by  Elijah  and  Elisha.  In  its 
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waters  Naaman  was  healed  of  the 
leprosy,  and  the  lost  axe-head  float- 
ed at  the  AYord  of  Elisha.  Here, 
too,  our  Savior  was  baptized. 


The  Mount  of  Very  critical  and 
Temptation  reliable  biblical 
scholars  agree,  that 
the  word  wilderness  in  Matthew 
4 : 1,  does  not  mean,  as  with  us,  a 
place  of  boundless  forest,  entirely 
destitute  of  inhabitants;  but  a 
mountainous,  rough,  rocky,  cavern- 
ous, and  thinly  settled  country  cov- 
ered to  some  considerable  extent 
with  forests,  and  even  having  some 
inhabitants.  Mark  tells  us  that 
Jesus  was  with  the  wild  beasts. 
The  mountain  now  pointed  out  as 
the  place  of  the  temptation  and  call- 
ed Mount  Quarantina,  is  a lonely, 
desolate,  barren,  rocky,  uninhabited 
wilderness,  and  seems  to  be  forsak- 
en by  man  and  cursed  of  God. 

The  baptism  of  Jesus  put  him 
right  with  God,  and  the  temptation 
put  him  right  with  the  devil.  That  is 
to  say,  he  had  it  out  with  the  devil. 
The  way  to  put  one’s  self  right  with 
the  devil  is  to  have  it  out  with  him. 

How  quickly  and  radically  the 
scenes  in  the  life  of  Christ  change. 
The  pearly  drops  of  the  Jordan  had 
scarcely  dried  on  him,  when  he  was 
led  of  the  Spirit  up  into  the  wilder- 
ness, where  he  fasts  forty  days  and 
forty  nights,  and  then  is  tempted  of 
the  devil.  While  standing  on  the 
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banks  of  the  river  the  dove  descend- 
ed and  abode  upon  him,  and  God 
said,  ^^This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I am  well  pleased,’’  and  in 
the  mountain  he  keeps  company 
with  the  wild  beasts  and  fights  the 
adversary  of  all  good.  I once 
heard  a minister  say  that  Jesus  was 
not  really  tempted ; that  he  was  so 
pure  and  good,  that  nothing  in  the 
form  of  temptation  would  appeal 
to  him  in  any  sense  whatsoever. 
I immediately  remembered  that 
Paul  said,  “^^We  have  not  an 
nigh  Priest  which  cannot  be 
touched  with  a feeling  of  our  in- 
firmity, but  was  in  all  points  tempt- 
ed like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.” 
Yes,  Jesus  was  tempted,  and  the 
temptation  included  the  following 
things. 

First.  To  try  a new  found  power. 
Jesus  had  just  come  into  con- 
sciousness of  a power,  the  limita- 
tions and  possibilities  of  which  he 
had  never  tried.  He.  knew  that  he 
possessed  a new  and  strange  power, 
and  he  wanted  to  try  it  and  see 
what  he  could  do  with  it.  He  was 
hungry,  and  the  devil  said,  try  your 
new  found  power  on  this  stone  and 
make  it  into  bread.  Jesus  needed 
the  bread,  and  he  could  have  made 
bread  out  of  the  stone,  and  he  want- 
ed to  use  his  new  power ; that  is  to 
say  he  was  tempted  to  try  it.  Then 
why  did  he  not  try  it?  For  this 
reason  simply : it  would  liave  been 
using  his  power  for  a selfish  pur- 
pose, and  that  he  would  not  do. 
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Had  it  been  necessary  for  Christ 
to  have  made  bread  out  of  stones 
for  others,  he  would  have  done  it 
quickly,  but  not  for  himself. 

Secondly.  An  appeal  to  popuiar 
sentiment.  In  those  days  men 
were  hero  worshipers,  and  should 
be  to-day.  The  devil  knew  that  men 
would  worship  a hero,  and  he  took 
Jesus  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple^ 
and  said,  ^^Cast  thyself  down.’’  If 
you  do,  and  reach  the  bottom  in 
safety — distance  about  seven  hun- 
dred feet — ^you  will  at  once  leap 
into  popularity,  and  the  people  will 
follow  you  in  great  numbers.  Je- 
sus wanted  the  following,  and  Jesus 
could  have  jumped  off  and  reached 
the  ground  in  safety,  but  he  would 
not  get  a following  that  way.  He 
would  not  resort  to  wrong,  or  even 
questionable  methods  in  order  to 
get  a following. 

Third.  To  an  easy  way  of  suc- 
cess. The  devil  taketh  him  up  into 
an  exceeding  high  mountain,  and 
showed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  in  a moment  of  time,  and 
said,  ^^Now  you  want  all  these,  don’t 
you  ?”  ^^Of  course  I do,”  said  Je- 
sus ; ^^that  is  just  what  I came  into 
the  world  to  secure.”  ^Well  if  you 
will  fall  down  and  worship  me,  I 
will  give  them  to  you.”  Of  course 
the  poor  lying  devil  knew  he  could 
not  deliver  the  goods,  but  what  car- 
ed he.  He  was  a first-class  politi- 
cian. Jesus  said,  ^^I  cannot  do 
that.”  ‘Well  then,”  said  the  devil, 
“I  will  fight  you  for  the  ownership 
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and  control  of  these  kingdoms.’’ 
^^All  right,”  said  Jesus,  and  then 
and  there  the  struggle  between  right 
and  wrong  began,  and  has  continu- 
ed through  all  these  nineteen  cen- 
turies, and  will  continue  until  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his 
Christ.  The  mighty  conflict  rages 
sometimes  with  great  odds  in  favor 
of  the  wrong,  but  never  fear,  for 
Jesus  said  that  not  one  of  those 
whom  his  Father  had  given  him  had 
the  devil  been  able  to  pluck  out  of 
his  hands. 

In  every  instance  where  the 
devil  undertook  to  quote  Scrip- 
ture he  got  it  wrong.  Of  course 
he  would.  He  is  the  devil  and  can 
do  nothing  right.  Should  he  do 
one  thing  right  he  would  cease  to 
be  the  devil.  Jesus  defeated  him 
each  time  by  quoting  Scripture 
correctly,  which  suggests  that  right 
things,  rightly  done,  will  always 
overcome  the  wrong.  The  devil  is 
afraid  of  a verse  of  God’s  Word. 

After  the  temptation,  Jesus 
went  to  Nazareth  and  preached 
on  the  Sabbath  Day  in  the  syna- 
gogue, where  he  claimed  to  be  the 
fulfillment  of  Isaiah’s  prophecy 
concerning  the  Messiah,  for  which 
claim  the  people  rejected  him. 


Jacob’s  Well  Sychar,  or  Shechem, 
was  a city  of  central 
Canaan,  between  the  mountains 
Gerizim  and  Ebal,  thirty  miles 
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north  of  Jerusalem.  It  was  one 
of  the  very  ancient  cities  of  Canaan, 
being  mentioned  in  Abraham’s  time, 
and  where  that  patriarch  erected 
the  first  altar,  in  Canaan,  and  in  the 
name  of  his  God  took  possession  of 
the  country.  It  was  here  that  Ja- 
oob  bought  a piece  of  ground  and 
gave  it  to  his  son  Joseph,  who  was 
buried  here.  After  the  conquest  of 
Canaan  it  became  one  of  the  six 
eities  of  refuge  and  a meeting-place 
for  the  tribes.'  Here  Rehoboam 
gave  the  ten  tribes  occasion  to  re- 
volt. Near  this  remarkable  city 
was  Jacob’s  well,  where  Jesus  rest- 
ed on  the  curb  at  the  noon  hour  and 
talked  with  the  woman  of  Samaria. 

Jesus  and  the  The  Samaritans  oc- 
Woman  cupied  that  portion 
of  Samaria  of  Palestine  lying 
between  Judea  and 
Galilee.  The  southern  portion  of 
the  land  was  known  as  Judea,  the 
northern  portion  as  Galilee,  and  the 
middle  x>ortion  as  Samaria,  which 
fact  accounts  for  Christ  having  said 
that  he  must  needs  go  through  Sa- 
maria. The  Samaritans  were  an 
amalgamated  race — a mixing  of 
the  Assyrians  and  Jews.  During 
the  captivity,  Shalmaneser  sent  col- 
onies to  that  part  of  Palestine  to 
occupy  the  land  and  cultivate  the 
fields.  It  is  said  that  lions  in  great 
numbers  overran  the  land,  and  de- 
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voured  flocks,  herds,  men  and  wom- 
en, and  that  the  people  thought  it 
was  because  of  the  religion  of  the 
former  occupants,  and  sent  to  Bab- 
ylon for  a Jewish  priest  to  teach 
them  the  religion  of  their  country. 
This  was  done,  and  it  is  said  of 
them  that  they  feared  the  Lord  and 
worshiped  their  own  gods.  Their 
religion  was  a strange  mixture  of 
Hebrew  and  heathen,  and  with 
them  the  Jews  would  have  no  deal- 
ing. It  may  be  supposed  that  the 
Samaritans  would  have  dealt  with 
the  Jews,  had  the  Jews  been  will- 
ing to  have  dealt  with  them.  Now 
it  was  a woman  of  this  mixed  and 
hated  race,  that  Jesus  talks  to, 
about  herself  and  her  sins,  on  that 
day  that  he  must  needs  go  through 
Samaria.  I should  like  to  impress 
you  with  the  following  facts.  It 
was  noon.  Jesus  was  weary.  His 
audience  was  only  a WOMAN.  On- 
ly ONE  woman,  and  she  of  a hated 
race. 

Our  sermons  are  entirely  too 
good  to  be  given  to  an  audience  of 
one.  They  represent  too  much 
thought,  and  too  careful  prepara- 
tion, for  us  to  think  of  preaching 
to  a small  audience,  but  here  the 
greatest  preacher  of  all  time,  and 
the  greatest  life  that  ever  lived  on 
the  earth,  preached  to  an  audience 
of  one  at  the  noon  hour,  when  he 
was  hungry  and  entitled  to  rest  and 
refreshments. 
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The  Sea  of  This  is  also  called 
Galilee  the  sea  of  Tiberias, 
and  the  lake  Genes- 
saret.  It  is  about  thirteen  miles 
long,  and  five  or  six  miles  wide.  It 
was  on  the  shore  of  this  sea  that 
Christ  did  many  of  his  mighty 
works.  It  is  said  that  in  the  time 
of  Christ  there  were  on  the  shores 
of  this  sea  nine  prosperous  cities, 
with  a population  averaging  no  less 
than  15,000,  not  one  of  which  can 
now  be  found.  It  seems  that  when 
the  Jews  called  down  upon  them- 
selves and  their  children  the  blood 
of  the  Christ,  that  the  curse  fell 
upon  the  cities  as  well  as  upon  the 
people  and  that  which  was  once  a 
thriving  and  busy  mart  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  world,  is  now  desolate 
and  forsaken.  The  water  of  this 
lake  is  clear  and  the  surface  is  usu- 
ally calm,  but  it  is  visited  with  sud- 
den and  terrific  storms,  which  lash 
the  waters  into  a fury,  and  endan- 
gers any  craft  that  may  happen  to 
be  upon  it.  It  was  a storm  of  this 
character  in  which  the  disciples 
were  caught  the  day  that  Jesus 
slept  in  the  boat,  and  was  called 
by  them  when  they  realized  their 
imminent  danger. 

Sermon  from  Jesus  came  down  to 
the  Boat  the  shore  of  this 
sea  one  day,  and 
found  two  boats  standing  idle,  and 
he  entered  into  one  of  them,  and 
(4) 
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asked  Peter,  the  owner  of  it,  to 
thrust  out  a little  from  the  land. 
The  people  pressed  upon  the  shore 
to  hear  him,  and  he  preached  to 
them  from  the  boat.  As  far  as 
known  to  me,  not  a word  of  this 
sermon  is  recorded.  It  must  have 
been  a gracious  one,  and  yet  we 
know  not  a word  that  fell  from  his 
lips  that  day,  as  he  addressed  the 
multitude.  When  he  concluded  his 
address,  he  told  Peter  to  launch  out 
into  the  deep  and  let  down  his  nets 
for  a draught  of  fishes.  Peter  told 
him  that  he  had  toiled  all  night  and 
had  taken  nothing,  but  nevertheless 
at  his  word  he  would  let  down  the 
net.  He  did  so,  and  inclosed  a 
great  multitude  of  fishes.  Here  is 
faith  set  over  against  reason.  Peter 
was  a fisherman  of  skill  and  ex- 
perience, and  to  him  it  seemed  un- 
reasonable that  after  he  had  toiled 
all  night  and  had  taken  nothing, 
and  knowing,  too,  that  it  was  more 
difficult  to  catch  fish  in  the  morn- 
ing, than  at  night,  that  he  Avould 
succeed  in  taking  any  at  all.  But 
faith  in  the  Master  triumphed,  and 
he  said,  ^^Nevertheless  at  thy  word  1 
will  let  down  the  net.'’  He  did  so 
and  caught  so  many  fish  tliat  had  he 
not  unloaded  he  would  have  sunk 
his  boat.  It  was  on  this  occasion 
that  Jesus  called,  or  rather  re-call- 
ed  four  of  his  disciples,  Simon,  An- 
drew, James  and  John. 
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Sermon  on  The  simple  state- 

the  Mount  merit  is,  that  he 
went  np  into  a 
mountain  and  when  he  was  set  his 
disciples  came  unto  him,  and  he 
opened  his  mouth  and  taught  them. 
There  are  two  mountains  of  Bible 
history  of  very  great  significance. 
The  one  upon  which  God  delivered 
the  Law  to  Moses,  when  he  said, 
thou  shalt,  and  thou  shalt  not,  with 
the  unbending  inflexibility  of  the 
laAV.  The  other,  the  mount  on 
Avhich  Jesus  sat  when  he  opened 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  to  all 
hearts,  and  pronounced  blessings 
upon  the  character  that  was  to  be 
like  his  OAvn.  Joseph  Parker  says 
that  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
tAA^enty  different  propositions  are 
discussed  in  this  one  serinon.  In 
this  sermon  Jesus  says  not  a Avord 
about  priests,  sacrifices,  altars,  or 
temple  service.  It  is  the  clear,  con- 
cise explanation  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  kingdom  of  peace. 
At  this  time  the  priests  and  rabbis 
AA^ei*e  insisting  upon  the  most  rigid 
formality  and  seAei^est  ceremony. 
Jesus  had  no  Avord  of  indorsement 
for  these  meaningless  services,  but 
deals  Avith  the  heai*t-life  and  de- 
scribes not  separate  characters,  but 
one  (‘haracter,  Avhich  embodies  all 
the  graces  mentioned  in  the  bless- 
eds. 

The  })lace  was  one  of  the  horns  of 
Hattin,  and  the  time  supposedly 
the  summer  of  A.  D.  28: 
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The  First  In  the  time  of  the 
Miracle  Christ,  Cana  of  Gal- 
ilee was  a busy  lit- 
tle city,  and  Jesus  had  gone  there 
to  attend  a wedding  feast.  It  has 
been  supposed  by  some  that  this 
was  the  marriage  of  John,  but  of 
this  there  is  no  certain  evidence.  At 
this  time  Jesus  had  five  disciples, 
and  he  with  his  mother  and  these 
disciples  attended  the  marriage. 
During  the  feast  the  supply  of  wine 
ran  short,  and  Mary  ventured  to 
suggest  to  her  son  this  state  of  af- 
fairs, which  suggestion  at  the  first 
seemed  not  to  please  him.  But 
Mary  did  not  doubt  his  power,  nor 
question  his  interest,  and  she  told 
the  servants  to  do  his  bidding.  And 
when  six  water  pots  had  been  filled 
to  the  brim  with  pure  clean  water, 
he  commanded  the  servants  to  draw 
out  and  bear  to  the  governor  of 
the  feast,  which  they  did,  and  the 
Avater  that  had  been  turned  into 
wine  by  the  divine  power  of  Jesus 
Christ,  was  called  the  best  of  all 
that  had  been  served.  Jesus  was 
not  an  austere,  rigid,  cold  and  in- 
different life.  He  came  into  the 
world  to  reach  men,  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  life  at  every  possible 
point.  He  AA^ent  into  the  homes  of 
the  poor,  the  suffering,  the  rich, 
the  gay,  the  good  and  the  bad,  but 
he  alAAmys  AA^ent  as  the  Christ.  He 
did  not  go  into  the  home  of  the  ])Oor 
man  to  become  a ])oor  man,  nor 
into  the  home  of  the  ricli  man  to  be- 
come a rich  man,  but  to  do  them 
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both  good,  as  the  Christ  alone  could 
do. 

He  went  into  Rome,  not  to  do  as 
Rome  did,  but  to  show  Romans 
how  to  do.  Jesus  showed  that  the 
ascetic  life  is  not  exclusively  Chris- 
tian. Our  relation  to  society  is 
as  clearly  defined  as  our  relation 
to  the  church.  Christ  is  our  model. 
Where  he  went  we  may  go.  What 
he  did  we  may  do.  In  this,  the  first 
miracle,  is  embodied  his  entire  mis- 
sion and  the  plan  of  salvation. 

1.  It  was  an  unknown  power  in 
the  midst  of  weakness. 

2.  The  miracle  was  performed 
wholly  for  others  and  not  for  self. 

3.  It  was  transforming. 

4.  It  was  an  expression  of  his 
love  and  power,  and  performed  in 
the  interest  of  society. 

5.  It  was  the  Avorld  and  divine 
power  in  contrast.  The  world  had 
failed  to  produce  the  joy  desired 
and  demanded,  and  at  the  point 
where  the  world  failed,  divine  pow- 
er supplied ; the  world  gives  its 
best  first,  Christ  gives  the  best  last. 

Jesus  Wept  Jesus  with  his  dis- 
ciples had  gone  in- 
to Perea  beyond  Jordan,  but  his 
stay  is  abruptly  broken  with  a mes- 
sage to  return  to  Bethany,  for  his 
friend  Lazarus  was  sick  unto 
death.  Jesus  loved  Lazarus,  and 
his  sisters,  and  yet  he  remained  two 
days  in  that  place  before  announc- 
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mg  his  intentions  of  going  to  the 
relief  of  the  family.  His  return 
was  fraught  with  danger,  and 
Thomas  thought  it  meant  death  for 
them  to  return,  but  bravely  pro- 
posed to  return  and  die  with  him. 
As  he  approached  the  village,  word 
was  sent  to  the  sisters  of  his  arrival. 
Immediately  Martha  went  forth  to 
meet  him,  but  Mary  sat  still  in  the 
house.  Martha  said  to  him  that 
had  he  been  there  her  brother  had 
not  died.  Jesus  told  her  that  her 
brother  would  rise  again,  which 
she  thought  to  mean  at  the  resur- 
rection. A few  minutes  later  Mary 
was  at  his  feet  in  tears.  The 
mourners  with  their  wails,  screams, 
and  howls  had  broken  the  silence 
long  before  Jesus  arrived.  Sigh- 
ing in  spirit,  he  moved  on  to- 
ward the  grave  where  his  friend 
had  been  laid,  which  was  a small 
cave,  either  natural  or  artificial, 
hollowed  out  of  the  solid  limestone 
of  Mount  Olivet.  To  those  who 
stood  near,  Jesus  said,  ^‘Take  ye 
away  the  stone?’’  Presently  the 
voice  of  the  Christ  was  heard  in 
prayer,  and  then  he  called  to  the 
sleeping  dead  to  come  forth,  which 
Lazarus  immediately  did.  He 
came  out  of  the  grave,  bound  hand 
and  foot  with  the  grave  clothes,  and 
Jesus  commanded  them  to  loose  him 
and  let  him  go.  No  tongue  can  tell 
the  astonishment  of  the  beholders, 
nor  the  joy  and  gratitude  of  the 
sisters,  and  their  brother  who  had 
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been  dead,  but  who  by  the  power  of 
the  Christ  lived  again. 

Healing  the  eTesus  was  always 
Sick  busy,  and  yet  he 
had  his  busy  days, 
and  here  is  the  picture  of  one  of 
them.  He  is  now  in  Capernaum, 
where  he  had  preached  in  the  morn- 
ing in  the  synagogue,  and  here  he 
had  healed  a man  possessed  of  the 
spirit  of  an  unclean  devil.  When 
Jesus  began  to  speak  the  man  arose 
from  the  ground,  where  he  had  been 
sitting  and  with  a howl  that  must 
have  curdled  the  blood  of  all  who 
heard  it,  he  yelled,  ^^What  have  we 
to  do  with  thee,  thou  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth ? I know  thee  who  thou  art ; 
the  Holy  One  of  God.’^  Jesus  would 
acknowledge  no  honor  from  such  a 
source,  and  the  demon  knew  it,  but 
demon  to  the  last,  he  threw  his  vic- 
tim on  the  ground  and  tearing  him 
most  violently  came  out  of  him. 
Jesus  went  home  with  Peter  to  din- 
ner that  day.  I suppose  Peter  in- 
vited him  or  he  would  not  have 
gone.  It  is  always  a good  thing 
for  the  people  to  invite  the  pastor 
home  with  them  to  dinner,  when  he 
goes  from  his  home  to  preach  for 
them.  Jesus  found  Peter^s  wife’s 
mother  sick  of  a fever,  and  he  heal- 
ed her,  and  in  the  evening  they 
brought  unto  him  all  that  were  sick 
of  any  disease,  together  with  the 
lame  and  the  halt  and  the  blind, 
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and  he  healed  them.  Some  have 
wondered  why  they  did  not  come 
immediately,  they  knew  he  was  in 
the  house.  Simply  because  they 
were  too  religious.  It  was  the  Sab- 
bath, and  not  until  the  horn  from 
the  synagogue  blowed,  telling  them 
that  the  Sabbath  had  ended,  would 
they  think  of  doing  such  a wicked, 
and  unlawful  thing  as  helping  the 
sick  to  health,  and  the  lame  to 
strength.  Jesus  was  never  at  a 
county  fair;  never  at  a theater; 
never  at  a social  or  church  supper; 
never  at  an  afternoon  or  pink  tea; 
never  at  an  oyster  supper  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church,  but  he  was 
among  the  lame,  and  the  poor,  and 
the  destitute,  and  the  suffering,  and 
his  command  to  you  is,  to  go  and  do 
likewise. 


4* 

Casting  Out  Jesus  was  a great 
Devils  evil  destroyer,  a 
devil  caster.  What 
these  devils  were,  no  man  knows. 
We  have  all  sorts  of  definitions, 
which  for  the  most  part  are  noted 
more  for  their  lack  of  biblical 
truth  and  loyalty  to  Christian 
teaching  than  for  any  other  thing. 
There  were  some  things  about  these 
devils  we  know,  for  the  Bible  tells 
us,  and  what  the  Bible  tells  us  we 
may  rely  upon.  They  had  knowl- 
edge. They  knew  Jesus  and  told 
him  so.  One  of  them  declared  that 
he  knew  him  to  be  the  Holy  One  of 
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God.  They  had  consciousness. 
Jesus  addressed  them  directly.  He 
did  not  speak  to  the  man  in  whom 
they  dwelt,  but  to  the  spirit  that 
dwelt  in  the  man.  They  had  pow- 
er. Jesus  commanded  them  and 
they  obeyed;  not  the  man,  but  the 
demons,  for  a legion  of  them  ran 
down  ^ cliff  and  were  drowned  in 
the  sea,  while  the  body  of  the  man 
remained  on  shore. 

They  had  Voices.  They  called  out 
as  Jesus  approached  them  and  beg- 
ged for  certain  conditions.  They 
were  many.  They  said,  ^^We  are 
legion,’’  and  I believe  that  many  of 
them  exist  to-day,  and  control 
human  lives  for  evil,  as  certainly 
as  they  did  in  the  days  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  no  power  but  his  can 
cast  them  out.  I know  I may  be 
called  a fogy,  and  unscientific,  and 
unscholarly,  but  I care  not,  I feel 
myself  in  good  company  when  with 
Jesus  Christ. 

Raising  the  Jesus  had  scarcely 
Daughter  of  returned  to  his 
Jairus  home  town,  when 
Jairus,  a ruler  of 
the  synagogue,  came  to  him-beseech- 
ing  him  to  come  and  heal  his  daugh- 
ter, a maid  of  twelve  years.  Jesus 
was  always  open  to  such  appeals 
and  immediately  started  with  him. 
A touching  incident  occurred  on  the 
way.  A woman,  wlio  had  been  af- 
flicted for  eighteen  years,  and  who 
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had  spent  all  her  living  with  physi- 
cians without  being  helped,  came 
behind  him  in  the  crowd  and  ven- 
tured to  touch  the  hem  of  his  gar- 
ment. Slight  as  was  the  contact, 
it  was  sufficient  to  call  out  of  that 
sensitive  life  the  healing  power, 
and  she  was  immediately  cured. 
Jesus  knowing  that  virtue  had  gone 
out  of  him,  turned  and  asked  who 
it  was  that  had  touched  him.  No 
longer  able  to  hide  herself,  and 
alarmed  lest  she  might  be  punished 
for  her  act,  she  fell  at  his  feet  and 
told  him  all.  It  was  enough,  and 
the  loving  Christ  said,  ^'’Daughter, 
thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole; 
go  in  peace.’^  Before  they  reached 
the  home  of  the  ruler  a messenger 
came,  telling  them  that  the  child 
had  died,  and  for  them  not  to 
trouble  themselves  any  further. 
When  they  arrived  they  found  the 
mourners  already  there,  and  a great 
lamentation  was  on.  In  this  coun- 
try, when  one  dies,  undertakers  are 
employed;  in  that  country,  in  the 
time  of  Christ,  professional  mourn- 
ers were  employed,  and  the  more 
money  one  had  the  more  noise  he 
could  procure  at  the  death  of  a 
friend  or  relative,  elesus  put  them 
all  out,  but  Peter,  James  and  John, 
and  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
child.  There  are  scenes  and  ex- 
periences in  human  life  too  sacred 
for  public  eyes  and  ears.  They  had 
laughed  him  to  scorn  when  he  told 
them  the  maid  was  not  dead.  He 
went  up  to  the  couch, and  taking  the 


Scenes  in  the  Life  of  Christ  JT 

dead  girl  by  the  hand,  he  said  to 
her,  ^^Talitha  cumi/^  ^^Damsel,  I say 
unto  thee,  arise/^  Jesus  used  the 
baby  words  of  the  language  in 
which  he  spoke,  and  it  is  as  a 
mother  saying  to  her  little  girl  in 
the  morning,  ^‘Come,  little  darling, 
it  is  time  to  get  up/’  I have  some- 
times thought  that  the  eyes  of  the 
little  girl  first  rested  on  the  face 
of  the  great  and  good  Christ,  but 
I have  come  to  feel  that  the  eyes  of 
the  child  met  the  eyes  of  the  anx- 
ious, longing  mother,  and  that  they 
read  the  joy  in  each  others’  hearts, 
before  they  expressed  their  grati- 
tude to  the  Master.  Jesus  raised 
from  the  dead  an  only  daughter,  an 
only  son,  and  an  only  brother.  The 
only  daughter  had  just  died,  the 
only  son  was  being  carried  to  his 
burial,  and  the  only  brother  had 
been  dead  four  days. 

The  Sending  Luke  tells  us  that 
of  the  he  appointed  other 
Seventy  seventy  also  besides 
the  twelve  apostles. 
They  were  appointed  for  a different 
puri)Ose  than  were  the  apostles. 
The  apostles  were  to  be  with  him 
to  hear  his  instructions — to  be  wit- 
nesses of  his  miracles — his  suffer- 
ings— his  death,  his  resurrection 
and  ascension,  but  these  seventy 
were  appointed  to  go  before  him 
into  every  city  and  place  whither- 
soever he  himself  would  go.  They 
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were  commissioned  to  the  Jews  on- 
ly. The  number  seventy  was  a 
favorite  number  with  the  Jews.  Ja- 
cob’s family  numbered  seventy. 
The  number  of  elders  appointed  by 
Moses  to  aid  in  his  work  was  sev- 
enty. The  number  which  composed 
the  great  Sanhedrin  was  seventy. 
It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  our 
Savior  appointed  this  number  with 
reference  to  the  fact  that  it  so 
often  occurred  among  the  Jews,  or 
with  reference  to  Moses  appoint- 
ing seventy  to  aid  him  in  his  work. 
It  is  evident  that  the  office  was  tem- 
porary— that  it  had  a specific  de- 
sign— and  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  find  its  continuation  in  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry. 

There  was  very  great  wisdom  in 
sending  them  two  and  two.  They 
could  then  aid  one  another  by  mu- 
tual counsel;  and  they  might  sus- 
tain and  comfort  one  another  in 
their  trials  and  persecutions  and 
share  with  each  other  the  joy  of 
any  success  which  might  come  to 
them.  Our  Lord  in  this  showed  the 
propriety  and  blessing  of  having  a 
friend  who  could  be  a confidential 
help. 

Every  Christian,  and  especially 
every  Christian  minister,  needs  such 
a friend,  and  should  seek  some  one, 
to  whom  he  might  unbosom  himself 
and  with  whom  he  could  mingle 
his  feelings  and  prayers.  To  these 
men  Jesus  gave  specific  diiections, 
as  you  may  find  in  Luke’s  record  of 
our  Lord,  in  the  tenth  chapter. 
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They  were  successful,  and  returned 
wonderfully  elated,  saying,  ^^Lord, 
even  the  devils  are  subject  unto 
us  through  thy  name.’’  Jesus  told 
them  he  knew  of  their  success,  for 
he  had  seen  Satan  as  lightning  fall 
from  heaven. 

Into  a Desert  Jesus  had  chosen 
Place  twelve  men,  whom 
he  called  Apostles. 
These  men  were  to  be  his  compan- 
ions and  helpers.  In  the  number 
chosen  he  evidently  had  in  mind  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 

When  about  to  select  them  he 
spent  the  whole  of  the  previous 
night  in  prayer;  he  had  only  the 
lowly  from  which  to  chose,  but 
these,  with  one  exception,  were 
worthy,  efficient  and  capable,  and 
of  that  one  Jesus  said,  ^^I  know 
whom  I have  chosen.”  They  were 
widely  dispersed  throughout  the 
land,  and  greatly  varied  in  charac- 
ter and  habits  of  life.  These  apos- 
tles had  returned  from  a tour  of 
service,  and  Avere  weary,  but  great- 
ly rejoiced  over  the  success,  and 
Jesus  took  them  and  went  into  a 
desert  place  for  a day’s  rest.  Je- 
sus understood  and  fully  appreciat- 
ed the  physical  life,  and  did  not 
fail  to  provide  for  its  necessities. 
His  departure  had  been  observed, 
and  he  would  be  deprived  of  the 
much  needed  rest.  The  point  to 
which  he  was  making  was  six  miles 
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bv  water,  and  the  multitude  could 
not  secure  a sufficient  number  of 
boats  for  their  transportation,  but 
rather  than  lose  him,  the  people 
set  out  on  foot,  crossing  above  the 
marshes,  and  reaching  the  point 
from  the  northwest. 

It  was  now  near  the  time  of  the 
passover  feast,  and  a large  number 
of  the  eager  multitude  were  on 
their  way  to  Jerusalem,  and  the 
peasants  of  the  village  brought 
with  them  their  sick  that  they 
might  be  healed. 


4* 

Feeding  the  In  the  evening  the 
Multitude  disciples  came  to 
him  suggesting  that 
he  send  the  multitude  away,  that 
they  might  go  into  the  villages 
round  about  and  buy  themselves 
bread.  Jesus  kneAV  that  the  disci- 
ples were  speaking  one  word  for 
the  multitude  and  ten  for  them- 
selves. They  did  not  appreciate 
the  situation.  Their  holiday  had 
been  broken  into,  and  their  outing 
interrupted,  and  in  their  selfish- 
ness they  thought  it  ‘U-eally  too 
bad’^  that  they  could  not  have  one 
day  to  themselves.  Did  you  ever 
notice  tliat  Jesus  never  paid  any 
attention  to  any  suggestion  the 
disciples  ever  made  to  him?  They 
came  one  day  and  told  him  that 
they  saw  one  casting  out  devils, 
ami  that  they  had  forbidden  him  to 
do  it.  Jesus  said,  ^^Let  him  alone, 
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for  no  man  can  do  a good  deed  in 
my  name,  and  speak  lightly  of  me.’^ 
^yllen  the  mothers  brought  their 
babies  to  Jesus  to  have  him  bless 
them,  the  disciples  interferred,  but 
Jesus  said,  ^^Suffer  the  children  to 
come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not, 
for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heav- 
en/’ And  now  they  come  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  multitude  be 
sent  away,  and  Jesus  as  usual 
shows  no  regard  whatever  for  their 
suggestion,  and  says,  ^‘They  need 
not  to  go  away ; give  ye  them  to  eat.” 
That  command  was  astonishing. 
They  told  the  Lord  that  only  five 
loaves  and  two  small  fishes  Avere  at 
tlieir  command.  They  had  forgot- 
ten to  count  their  Master,  or  in- 
clude in  the  inventory  his  divine 
power.  They  had  carefully  calcu- 
lated that  forty  dollars  worth  of 
bread  among  so  many  would  only 
give  a morsel  to  each.  Jesus  does 
not  count  cents,  and  mouths,  and 
loaves,  and  fishes ; he  reckons  with 
love  and  poAver. 

“Make  them  sit  doAvn,”  said  he. 
This  done,  for  he  must  liave  order, 
he  took  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and 
devoutly  thanked  his  Father  for 
them,  and  then  gave  the  broken 
bread  and  divided  fishes  to  the 
apostles,  with  instruction  to  distrib- 
ute to  the  multitude,  and  after  all 
had  eaten  and  Avere  filled,  each  apos- 
tle had  a basketful  for  himself. 
Jesus  told  them  to  saA^e  the  bread 
crumbs  and  fish  bones,  that  nothing 
be  lost. 
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There  can  be  no  desert  where 
the  Christ  is,  and  the  command  to 
us  to  feed  the  multitude  is  as  im- 
perative and  definite  to-day  as  it 
was  then. 

I am  sometimes  asked  wherein 
was  the  increase?  To  this  ques- 
tion I always  answer,  the  in- 
crease was  in  the  distribution. 
The  bread  and  fish  were  no 
larger  in  the  hand  of  the  Christ 
than  they  were  in  the  hand  of  the 
boy,  until  be  began  giving.  Gave: 
More  exactly,  ^^kept  giving.’’  The 
change  of  tense,  in  four  out  of  six 
accounts,  indicates  that  the  loaves 
multiplied  in  our  Lord’s  hands 
after  he  commenced  giving  The 
farmer  distributes  his  grain  and  the 
increase  comes  from  such  distribu- 
tion. Grain  horded  up  in  granar- 
ies remains  the  same,,  but  grain  dis- 
tributed increases,  some  ten,  some 
fifty,  and  some  an  hundred  fold. 
The  same  law  holds  good  in  the 
physical,  mental,  and  spiritual 
spheres  of  life.  The  strength  of  my 
arm  is  increased  by  use  ; the  power 
of  my  mind  is  increased  by  use, 
and  the  growth  of  my  spiritual  life 
depends  upon  the  constant  use  of 
the  power  I have. 

Christ  Walk=  After  that  desert 
ing  on  the  feast,  Christ  told 
Water  his  disciples  to  get 
and  Rescuing  into  the  boat  and 
Peter  cross  over  to  the 
other  side  of  the 
lake,  while  he  sent  the  multitude 
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away.  The  disciples  were  slow  to 
leave,  but  finally  did,  and  Christ 
went  up  into  the  mountain  to  pray. 
When  but  part  of  the  way  across, 
a sudden  squall  burst  upon  them. 
It  was  during  the  last  watch  of  the 
night,  between  three  and  six  in  the 
morning,  when  in  the  darkness  of 
the  storm  and  the  wild  roar  of  the 
waves,  they  saw  through  the  gleam 
of  the  waters  a form  walking  on 
the  sea.  They  were  superstitious 
men,  as  most  sea-faring  men  were, 
and  cried  out  in  terror,  ^‘Tts  a 
ghost!  Its  A Ghost!!  ITS  A 
GHOST!!!’’  But  above  the  splash 
of  the  waves  and  the  screaming  of 
the  wind,  came  the  words,  ^^Be  of 
good  cheer,  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid.” 
Jesus  would  have  them  know  that 
he  was  a real  personality a living 
being;  and  that  he  could  be  seen, 
heard  and  known.  Peter,  when  he 
knew  that  it  was  the  Christ,  re- 
quested him  to  command  him  to 
come  to  him  on  the  water.  This 
Jesus  did.  Peter  walked  a little 
way  and  began  to  sink,  and  would 
have  gone  down,  had  not  Jesus 
caught  him  and  lifted  him  up. 
You  and  I have  often  been  told 
that  Peter  walked  on  the  water  as 
long  as  he  kept  his  eyes  upon  Jesus, 
but  that  as  soon  as  he  took  them 
off  he  began  to  sink.  That  may  be 
true,  but  I do  not  think  that  Peter 
ever  had  his  eye  upon  the  Christ. 
He  was  venturesome,  daring  and 
self-centered,  and  When  he  stepped 
out  of  the  boat  that  night,  I think, 
(5) 
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he  thought  only  of  the  marvelous 
feat  he  was  about  to  perform, 
which  AYOuld  add  prestige  and  pop- 
ularity to  his  life,  and  I imagine 
that  he  tossed  his  head  and  said, 
^^None  of  you  fellows  could  do 
this ! I am  the  only  one  of  us  all, 
capable  of  doing  such  a marvelous 
thing  as  walking  on  the  water.’’  He 
had  seen  himself  rMher  than  the 
Christ,  and  when  he  saw  the  storm- 
lashed  waters,  he  saw  nothing  else ; 
and  then  the  Christ  saw  a white 
face  outlined  in  the  black  waters 
of  an  awful  death,  and  a hand 
thrust  up  through  the  murky  sea 
in  mute  appeal  for  help,  and  down 
went  his  own  divine  arm,  and  weak- 
ness touched  strength,  and  was 
saved.  The  two  were  soon  in  the 
boat,  and  the  storm  lulled,  and  im- 
mediately they  Avere  at  the  shore, 
and  Peter  knelt  at  his  feet  and  call- 
ed him  the  Son  of  God. 


The  Transfig  Perhaps  the  most 
uration  interesting  event  in 
the  life  of  the 
Christ,  AAms  his  transfiguration. 
The  appearance  on  the  mount  re- 
Aealed  his  real  life;  his  life  of  pov- 
erty, and  suffering  was  the  trans- 
figuration life.  T have  thought 
that  one  day  he  said  to  the  disci- 
ples, ^^You  have  only  seen  me  as  a 
poor  wanderer.  I haA^e  told  you 
that  I came  from  heaA^en,  that  God 
was  my  Father,  and  that  T was  rich 
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in  glory  before  the  worlds  were, 
and  if  you  would  like  to  see  me  as 
I was  there,  come  with  me  up  into 
the  mountain,  and  I will  show  you 
how  1 looked  before  I was  incarnat- 
ed, and  how  I will  look  when  you 
shall  see  me  seated  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  majesty  on  high.’’ 

It  is  said  that  while  he  prayed  his 
countenance  was  changed,  and  his 
raiment  became  exceedingly  white, 
and  there  appeared  unto  him, 
Moses  and  Elias,  talking  with  him. 
Moses  had  been  dead  fifteen  hun- 
dred years,  and  Elijah  had  been  in 
heaven  nine  hundred  years,  and  yet 
they  were  there  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  faculties,  and  talk- 
ing with  Jesus  about  the  death  he 
should  die,  and  the  things  he  should 
accomplish  at  Jerusalem.  Has  it 
not  occurred  to  you  that  Jesus  liv- 
ed a lonesome  life?  No  one  under- 
stood him;  no  one  appreciated  the 
mission  he  came  to  accomplish.  He 
had  to  talk  baby  talk  to  the  disci- 
ples, and  now  that  he  had  those 
with  him  who  understood  him,  and 
with  whom  he  could  converse  about 
the  things  which  interested  him 
most  deeply,  with  what  zest  he 
must  have  entered  into  the  conver- 
sation. Heaven  and  earth  are 
nearer  each  other  than  we  know. 
The  three  great  ages  of  the  world’s 
history  were  represented  in  that 
mountain  scene.  Moses  represent- 
ed the  law,  or  the  legal  dispensa- 
tion; Elias  (Elijah)  represented 
the  prophecies,  or  the  prophetic 
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age,  and  Jesus  represented  the  gos- 
pel age  or  dispensation.  Peter 
said,  >^Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be 
here.  Let  us  build  three  tabernacles ; 
one  for  Thee,  one  for  Moses,  and  one 
for  Elias.’’  In  other  words  let  us 
have  the  law,  the  prophecies,  and 
the  gospel. 

It  was  then  that  God  spake 
through  the  rifted  cloud,  and  said, 
^^This  is  my  well  beloved  Son ; hear 
ye  him.”  That  is  to  say,  he  is  the 
end  of  the  law,  the  fulfillment  of 
prophecy,  and  henceforth  the  world 
is  to  be  governed  by  the  gospel,  rul- 
ed by  love,  and  saved  by  grace. 
John  was  one  of  the  favored  three, 
who  witnessed  this  transfiguration, 
and  he  wrote  in  his  old  age,  ^^Be- 
loved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God, 
and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we 
shall  be ; but  when  he  shall  appear 
we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is.”  We  shall  see 
him  as  I saw  him  on  the  mount. 


Christ  Among  the  many 

Blessing  Little  beautiful,  ten  d e r 
Children  and  helpful  scenes 

in  the  life  of  The 
Nazarene,  none  ex- 
cels that  of  his  blessing  the  little 
ones.  The  Jews  were  accustomed 
to  devote  their  children  to  God  by 
circumcision.  It  was  a national 
rite,  therefore  under  the  new  dis- 
pensation it  was  perfectly  proper 
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that  children  should  in  some  man- 
ner be  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  It 
was  also  a custom  among  the  Jews 
when  a blessing  was  sought  for 
others  in  prayer,  to  lay  the  hands 
upon  the  heads  of  the  ones  prayed 
for,  which  would  suggest  and  imply 
a consecration  to  God.  The  disci- 
ples rebuked  these  mothers  for  im- 
posing themselves  and  their  babies 
upon  the  Master,  and  he  in  turn  re- 
buked the  disciples,  commended 
the  mothers,  and  blessed  their  chil- 
dren. 

T have  often  thought  that  as  long 
as  these  mothers  lived  they  could 
go  to  the  very  spot  where  they 
stood  when  Jesus  laid  his  hand  up- 
on their  babies  and  blessed  them. 
I imagine  I hear  one  say  stood 
right  here,  and  he  stood  right  over 
there ; my  baby  was  so  poorly  dress- 
ed that  I was  ashamed  to  hold  him 
up,  but  the  Master  smiled  so  kind- 
ly, that  my  baby  was  not  one  bit 
afraid.’’  And  another  said, 
stood  right  here  that  morning,  and 
at  first  I was  afraid  he  would  miss 
my  little  boy,  but  as  soon  as  I look- 
ed into  his  face,  I knew  he  wouldn’t 
forget  him,  and  somehow  life  has 
been  easier  to  me  ever  since  that 
day.”  Had  there  been  among  the 
babies  that  day  one  that  was  the 
poorest  of  all,  and  the  meanest  clad 
of  all,  ugly  or  deformed,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  to  that  one  Jesus  would 
have  given  his-  sweetest  smile  and 
his  most  divine  benediction. 
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The  Supper  in  Jesus  had  two 
Simon’s  anointings,  one  with 
House  precious  ointment, 
and  the  other  with 
precious  ointment  and  grateful 
tears  combined.  Both  these  anoint- 
ings were  in  the  homes  of  men  call- 
ed Simon : One  a rich  Pharisee,  who 
may  have  lived  in  Magdala,  and 
the  other  known  as  Simon  the  leper, 
whose  home  was  at  Bethany,  whom 
Jesus  had  healed  of  his  affliction. 
On  the  supposition  that  Mary  Mag- 
dalena anointed  his  feet  in  the 
home  of  Simon  the  Pharisee,  and 
knowing  that  it  Avas  Mary  the  sis- 
ter of  Lazarus  who  anointed  him 
at  the  home  of  Simon  the  leper, 
both  women  Avere  named  Mary,  and 
both  men  were  named  Simon. 

The  anointing  in  the  home  of 
Simon  the  leper,  Jesus  spoke  of  as 
the  anointing  unto  his  burial,  but 
Judas  complained  at  Avhat  he  re- 
garded as  a wasteful  extravagance. 
While  reclining  at  meat  in  the 
home  of  Simon  the  Pharisee,  who 
was  rich  and  influential,  a Avoman, 
whom  Luke  calls  a sinner,  came  in 
and  quietly  stealing  behind  the 
Master  began  to  Avet  his  feet  with 
the  tears  of  her  broken  heart,  and 
dry  them  Avith  the  hair  of  her  head. 
When  the  self-righteous  Pharisee, 
aaJio  had  invited  Jesus  to  dine  with 
him,  saAV  what  Avas  going  on,  he 
said  Avithin  himself,  ^^If  he  AA^ere  a 
prophet  he  Avould  have  known  who 
and  Avhat  manner  of  woman  this  is 
that  touched  him ; for  she  is  a sin- 
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ner/’  Simon  might  as  well 
thought  out  loud,  for  Jesus  perceiv- 
ed his  thoughts,  and  proceeded, 
guest  as  he  was,  to  administer  a 
scathing  rebuke  to  his  self-right- 
eous host  in  the  following  language, 
as  recorded  in  the  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Xew  Testament: 

‘'Simon,  I have  something  to  tell 
you/' 

^T^ray  do,  Teacher,’^  Simon  an- 
swered; and  Jesus  began: 

^^There  were  two  people  in  debt 
to  a money-lender  ; one  owed  fifty 
pounds,  and  the  other  five.  As 
they  were  unable  to  pay  him,  he 
forgave  both  of  them  their  debts. 
Which  of  them  do  you  think,  will 
feel  the  greater  love  for  him?’* 

'T  suppose,”  Simon  answered, 
^dt  will  be  the  man  to  whom  he  for- 
gave the  greater  debt.” 

^'Yoii  are  right,”  Jesus  said;  and 
then  turning  to  the  woman,  he 
went  on : 

^^Do  you  see  this  woman  ? I 
came  to  your  house— you  gave  me 
no  water  for  my  feet,  while  she 
has  made  my  feet  wet  with  tears 
and  dried  them  with  her  hair.  You 
did  not  give  me  one  kiss,  while  she, 
from  the  moment  I came  in,  has 
never  stopped  kissing  my  feet.  You 
did  not  sprinkle  even  my  head  with 
oil,  while  she  has  sprinkled  my  feet 
Avith  })erfunie.  And  for  this,  her 
sins,  many  as  they  are,  have  been 
forgiven,  because  she  has  loved 
greatly,  but  those  Avho  have  little 
forgiven  them,  love  but  little.” 
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Then  he  said  to  the  woman : ^^Your 
sins  have  been  forgiven/’ 

Jesus  would  teach  Simon  that 
the  sinner  at  the  head  of  the  table 
was  not  one  whit  better  than  the 
sinner  at  his  feet.  No  sinner  can 
get  into  the  heart  of  the  Christ  who 
does  not  first  sit  at  his  feet. 


•2* 


Mary  This  woman  of 
Magdalena  Magdala  shows,  as 
Before  Her  the  artist  has  con- 
Conversion  ceived  her,  all  that 
bold,  brazen,  defi- 
ant appearance,  into  which  a pure 
Avoman  may  be  transformed  by  sin. 
Woman  has  capabilities  in  opposite 
directions,  to  which  man  cannot 
reach.  Woman  rises  higher  or 
falls  lower  than  man.  In  moral 
purity,  or  impurity,  she  never  finds 
a medium,  she  is  ahvays  an  ex- 
treme. 


Mary  Jesus  cast  out  the 
Magdalena  devils,  from  which 
After  Her  time  she  was  not  on- 
Purification  ly  different  in  char- 
acter but  in  appear- 
ance also.  She  became  a modest, 
unassuming,  unostentatious,  hum- 
ble follower  of  her  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter. That  the  condition  of  the 
heart  changes  the  ap])earance  of 
the  face  cannot  be  doubted. 

In  that  night  of  revelry  Avhen  the 
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hand  wrote  the  doom  of  the  king 
on  the  wall  of  his  palace,  his  knees 
smote  together  and  his  face  chang- 
ed. To  look  upon  the  face  of  this 
woman  is  now  a pleasure,  whereas 
it  was  disgusting  before  she  was 
saved  from  the  influence  of  the 
devils. 

The  Rich  A rich  young  ruler 
Young  Ruler  came  to  Jesus,  say- 
ing, ^^Good  Master, 
what  must  1 do  to  be  saved.’’  No 
man  ever  asked  a more  important 
question,  and  no  one  ever  seemed 
more  sincere  than  did  this  young 
man.  He  asked  the  question,  too,  of 
the  only  one  who  was  then,  or  is 
now.  able  to  answer  it.  Let  us  take  a 
good  look  at  this  man.  In  doing 
so  we  shall  find  much  to  commend, 
and  very  little  to  criticise. 

First.  He  was  young.  Other 
things  being  equal,  the  young  man 
always  has  the  advantage.  Youth 
is  so  hopeful,  so  buoyant,  so  confi- 
dent, that  it  takes  first  place  in 
everything  except  in  experience. 

Second.  He  was  rich.  Let  a 
young  man  by  industry  and  econo- 
my accumulate  riches,  and  they  will 
be  greatly  in  his  favor;  indeed  they 
are  in  his  favor  in  this  age  of  the 
world,  no  matter  how  he  gets  them. 
But  the  fact  is,  that  God  has  nevei^ 
condemned  wealth,  and  some  of  the 
most  devoted  servants  of  his  have 
been  men  of  great  wealth. 


( ' \ . 
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Thirdl  He  was  courteous.  He 
came  to  Christ  and  addressed  him 
in  the  common  courtesy  of  the  day. 
He  said,  ^^Good  Master/’  That  was 
refined  and  gentlemanly.  We  need 
to  learn  a little  courtesy  in  this  ^"de- 
generate day.”  Nothing  uncom- 
mon now  to  hear  a young  sprig 
refer  to  his  father,  who  has  spent 
many  a sleepless  night  planning 
for  his  welfare,  as  ^"The  Governor,” 
‘^My  Old  Man,”  or  ^^The  Boss.” 
Sometimes  it  occurs  that  a young 
girl,  who  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
herself,  refers  to  her  mother  who 
went  down  into  the  very  jaws  of 
death  to  give  her  life,  as  ^^The  Old 
Woman.” 

Fourth.  He  was  influential.  He 
was  a ruler  in  the  synagogue.  No 
man  without  influence  could  ever 
have  obtained  that  position,  espe- 
cially so  young  as  he. 

Fifth.  He  was  good.  He  had 
kept  the  commandments  from  his 
youth  up,  and  Jesus  loved  him. 
Now  if  such  a young  man  should 
live  in  our  town,  each  and  every 
church  would  Avant  him  to  become  a 
member.  The  Presbyterian  would 
offer  to  make  him  an  elder,  the 
Baptist  would  elect  him  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  the  Method- 
ist Avould  make  him  president  of 
the  Young  People’s  League,  and  for 
us,  Ave  would  make  him  a deacon, 
giA^e  him  a license  to  preach,  and 
elect  him  organist,  chorister,  and 
any  other  thing  that  might  be  sug- 
gested. 
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Every  parlor  in  the  community 
would  be  open  to  him,  and  he  would 
be  wined  and  dined,  by  all  the 
mothers  of  the  land,  and  to  the 
girls  he  would  be  utterly  ^^too,  too, 
for  anything.’’  But  Jesus  saw 
deeper  than  we  see,  and  said  very 
frankly  to  him,  ‘^Young  man,  you 
lack  one  thing,”  and  he  might  as 
Avell  have  said  in  lacking  that  one 
thing  you  lack  everything.  A 
watch  may  have  a case,  jewels, 
wheels,  and  many  an  other  needful 
thing,  but  if  it  lacks  the  main- 
spring it  lacks  everything  so  far  as 
a watch  is  concerned. 


The  Widow’s  The  day  after  Jesus 
Mite  had  cleansed  the 
temple  he  sat  over 
against  it,  and  watched  the  people 
as  they  cast  in  their  treasures  for 
the  support  of  their  religion.  I 
imagine  that  he  saw  a proud,  bigot- 
ed Pharisee,  most  pompously  and 
in  the  spirit  of  self-righteousness,^ 
come  to  the  corner  of  the  street,^ 
and  lift  to  his  mouth  a little  trump- 
et which  always  hung  at  the  side 
of  the  rich  man  who  was  benevo- 
lently disposed,  or  who  for  other 
reasons  wanted  to  call  attention  to 
his  gifts,  and  blow  upon  it,  calling 
the  poor  of  that  part  of  the  city  ta 
him,  very  much  as  a farmer  would 
call  his  hogs  to  a certain  place  to 
be  feed. 

That  was  one  way  of  sounding 
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the  trumpet,  against  which  Jesus 
so  earnestly  advised.  Jesus  never 
says  a word  about  what  that  man 
is  doing.  It  is  not  worthy  of  one 
word  from  his  divine  lips.  But  here 
comes  another;  a less  pretentious 
man  who  throws  his  money  into  the 
urn-shaped  trumpet,  always  found 
at  the  entrance  of  the  temple,  with 
so  much  force  as  to  sound  it.  Je- 
sus never  says  a word  about  that. 
To  him  it  must  have  been  disgust- 
ing. But  here  comes  a poor,  hum- 
ble, and  timid  woman.  She  mod- 
estly approaches  the  urn  and  casts 
into  it  a mite,  which  was  less  than 
one  half  cent  of  our  money.  Jesus 
lifts  his  eyes.  He  is  about  to 
speak,  and  it  will  be  well  worth  our 
while  to  hear  what  he  says. 

It  is  this.  ^^She  hath  cast  in 
more  than  they  all.’’  Sometimes 
one  flatters  himself,  that  by  giving 
a small  amount  he  gives  the  wid- 
ow’s mite;  but  he  doesn’t!  No 
man  gives  the  widow’s  mite  who 
does  not  give  all  he  has.  One  time 
a man  said  to  me  that  he  would 
give  the  widow’s  mite.  I said,  ^^Oh, 
my  dear  sir,  I am  so  very  thankful. 
When  can  I meet  you  at  a law- 
yer’s office?”  ^W^hat  do  you  want 
to  meet  me  at  a lawyer’s  office 
for?”  I said,  ^^Well  sir,  you  said 
you  wanted  to  give  the  widow’s 
mite  for  the  Lord’s  cause,  and  in 
order  to  do  so,  we  must  see  a law- 
yer.” He  said,  ^^I  cannot  under- 
stand whaf  you  are  talking  about.” 
^W^ell,  sir,”  said  I,  ^Won  have  some 


Scenes  in  the  Life  of  Christ  75 

farms,  and  some  town  property, 
and  some  bank  stock,  and  some 
bonds,  and  if  you  give  me  the 
widow’s  mite,  all  these  must  be 
turned  over  to  me,  which  will  re- 
quire some  legal  documents  that 
should  be  gotten  up  in  good  form, 
and  we  should  see  a lawyer  and 
have  it  done  right.”  He  said, 
you  fool  preachers.”  The  preacher 
was  not  the  fool;  it  was  he  who 
thought  to  give  the  widow’s  mite 
by  giving  a small  amount  of  his 
great  wealth.  This  is  the  only 
gift  of  money  that  Jesus  ever  com- 
mended. 

The  Good  Jesus  was  fond  of 

Shepherd  calling  himself  the 
Good  Shepherd,  and 
very  properly,  too,  did  he  do  it,  for 
he  was  the  only  shepherd  of  the 
world,  who  would  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  sheep.  He  told  the  story  of 
the  shepherd  who  had  a hundred 
sheep  in  his  fold : one  night  he 
counted  them  and  found  one  had 
strayed  away.  He  immediately 
left  the  ninety  and  nine  in  the  fold 
and  went  in  search  of  the  lost  one. 
All  night  long,  as  I think  of  him,  he 
wandered  over  the  hills  and  across 
the  plains,  now  listening,  now  ho- 
ping, now  despairing,  now  peering- 
into  the  mountain  darkness,  think- 
ing he  could  see  the  wanderer,  and 
at  last  is  rewarded,  for  he  finds  the 
sheep  that  was  lost.  He  puts  it  on 


76  Footprints  of  the  Na^arene  or 

his  shoulder  and  carries  it  home, 
and  calls  in  his  friends  and  asks 
them  to  rejoice  with  him  for  he  has 
found  his  sheep  that  was  lost. 

There  are  emotions  entirely  too 
deep  for  one  heart  to  contain. 
They  must  be  expressed.  When  the 
shepherd  found  his  sheep  he  had  to 
tell  it,  and  ask  others  to  share  his 
joy.  When  the  woman  found  the 
piece  of  money  that  had  been  lost, 
there  was  too  much  joy  for  one 
heart  to  contain  and  she  had  to  tell 
it.  That  is  why  girls  must  have 
their  friends,  with  whom  they  can 
share  their  secrets.  I want  to  call 
special  attention  to  a few  facts 
about  this  shepherd  and  the  lost 
sheep. 

1.  Only  one  sheep  was  lost. 
Ninety  and  nine  were  yet  safe  in 
the  fold.  As  the  poet  puts  it: 

There  were  ninety  and  nine  that  safely  lay, 
In  the  shelter  of  the  fold ; 

But  one  was  out  on  the  hills  away. 
Far  off  from  the  ^ates  of  gold. 

Away  on  the  mountain  wild  and  bare, 
Away  from  the  tender  shepherd’s  care. 

2.  It  was  a sheep.  It  was  not 
a goat  while  lost,  and  a sheep  after 
it  had  been  found.  It  was  a sheep 
all  the  time,  but  part  of  the  time 
it  was  a lost  sheep.  I have  no 
patience  with  that  old  theory  that 
we  are  poor  worms  of  the  dust. 
We  are  men,  and  many  of  us  are 
lost  men. 

3.  It  was  a lost  sheep.  That  to 
me  is  pathetic.  A lost  sheep,  a 
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lost  dollar,  a lost  child,  a lost  man, 
n lost  soul.  ^‘‘Almost,  but  lost.’’ 
When  is  a man  lost  anyhow?  Sup- 
pose he  stood  on  a cliff  a thousand 
feet  high  and  perpendicular  all  the 
way  down,  and  would  topple  over. 
Is  he  not  lost  all  the  way  down? 
A^ou  know  he  is.  When  is  the  man 
lost?  He  is  lost  the  moment  he 
starts  wrong,  as  that  sheep  was 
lost  from  the  moment  it  started 
away  from  the  fold. 

4.  The  Seeker.  We  hear  very 
much  said  about  seeking  the  Lord, 
which  is  altogether  right.  But 
would  it  not  be  well  for  us  to  re- 
member that  the  Lord  seeks  us? 
That  sheep  never  sought  one  mo- 
ment for  the  shepherd.  Indeed  the 
sheep  was  trying  to  evade  the  shep- 
herd and  continue  in  its  lost  con- 
dition, and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
love  and  search  of  the  shepherd 
it  would  have  remained  lost.  The 
soul  that  becomes  (l^onscious  that 
the  Lord  is  seeking  it,  will  at  once 
yield  to  his  gentle  pleadings. 

The  Lonely  This  is  the  artist’s 
Outcast  conception  of  the 
man  who-m  the 
prophet  saw  as  the  man  of  sorrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief.  Were 
you  ever*  away  from  loved  ones 
and  homesick  to  see  them?  If  you 
Avere  you  have  some  idea  of  how  the 
Master  felt  as  conceived  by  the 
painter  of  this  picture.  At  this 
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time,  Jesus  was  coming  into  the 
shadows.  I think,  that  one  day  he 
went  out  and  sat  down,  and 
thought  it  all  over,  and  there  came 
into  his  heart  a homesick  feeling; 
a yearning  to  see  the  ones  he  had 
left  in  heaven,  and  be  again  with 
his  Father  and  the  angels.  He  said, 
offered  the  people  blessings,  and 
they  have  given  me  only  curses.  I 
have  brought  them  peace,  and  have 
been  rejected.’’  And  then  thinking 
of  himself  he  said,  ‘^The  foxes  have 
holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
nests,  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not 
where  to  lay  his. head,”  and  there 
stole  upon  him  an  irresistible  de- 
sire to  go  home.  That  sad  wail 
about  the  foxes  expresses  more 
than  his  poverty;  it  tells  the  story 
of  his  heart’s  deep  yearning  for  the 
home  and  companions  of  other 
years.  As  far  as  we  know,  Jesus 
never  laughed.  He  may  have  done 
so,  I do  not  know.  I know  that  he 
does  not  forbid  me  to  laugh,  and 
has  more  than  once  blessed  a smile 
to  the  good  of  a soul.  We  know 
that  he  wept  at  the  grave  of  Laz- 
arus; we  know  that  he  wept  over 
Jerusalem;  we  know  that  he  wept 
in  the  garden,  and  said  his  soul  was 
exceedingly  sorrowful,  even  unto 
death,  and  I have  often  thought  of 
him  as  being  the  most  lonely  life 
the  world  has  ever  known. 


Scenes  in  the  Life  of  Christ  79 

The  Tri=  Jesus  had  spent  the 
umphal  Entry  night  in  Bethany, 
where  he  had  at- 
tended a feast  in  Simon’s  house 
(Simon  the  Leper)  and  where  Mary 
had  anointed  him  with  the  pre- 
cious ointment.  It  is  now  the  Sab- 
bath (Palm  Sunday),  and  Jesus 
makes  his  entry  into  Jerusalem. 
Up  to  this  time,  he  had  made  no 
formal  announcement  of  his  king- 
dom, and  he  now  proposes  to  make 
such  formal  proclamation  by  rid- 
ing into  Jerusalem  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  kings.  He  sends  two  of 
his  disciples  to  bring  the  colt  on 
which  he  was  to  ride,  and  they 
without  any  difficulty  obtained  it, 
as  the  Master  had  said  they  would. 
The  word  that  he  was  to  enter  Je- 
rusalem spread,  and  the  multitude 
turned  out  to  join  the  procession. 

The  people  believed  that  he  was 
entering  the  city  to  establish  him- 
self on  the  throne  of  David,  and  to 
restore  to  them  the  kingdom  of 
their  fathers. 

In  their  enthusiasm  they  snatch- 
ed the  branches  from  the  trees,  and 
tore  from  their  own  bodies  their 
garments,  and  with  them  carpeted 
the  highway  for  the  approaching 
monarch.  They  shouted,  ^^Hosan- 
na,  blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord.”  Let  me  re- 
mind you  that  all  that  enthusiasm 
was  within  forty-eight  hours  turned 
into  the  bitterest  hatred,  and  the 
same  crowd  shouted  as  lustily, 
^^Away  with  him,  away  with  him,” 
(6) 
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as  it  had  proclaimed  him  their 
chosen  king  on  the  way  to  the  city. 
You  cannot  depend  upon  public  en- 
thusiasm. 

Sweeping  around  to  the  south 
o f the  Mount  o f Olives,  the 
road  approached  Jerusalem  by  the 
bridge  over  the  brook  Kedron,  and 
leading  the  procession  likewise 
past  Gethsemane.  The  multitude 
on  the  slopes  of  Olivet,  and  the 
crowd  at  the  eastern  wall  of  the 
temple,  could  plainly  see  the  pro- 
cession as  it  wound  in  slow  advance 
and  entered  the  gate  (now  St.  Ste- 
phen’s) on  its  way  down  the  nar- 
roAV  streets  to  the  temple,  which  he 
entered  and  drove  out  the  money- 
changers.  telling  them  that  God 
intended  his  house  to  be  a house  of 
prayer,  but  that  they  had  made  it 
a den  of  thieves.  He  knew  that  he 
had  been  supplanted  by  meaning- 
less forms,  and  worthless  ceremo- 
nies. 


Weeping  On  his  way  in  on 

Over  that  triumphal  en- 

Jerusalem  try  he  came  to  a 

point  from  which  he  could  see  Jeru- 
salem, which  at  that  time  was  filled 
with  people  from  all  parts  of  Pal- 
estine, who  had  come  up  to  the 
city  to  attend  the  Passover  feast. 
It  being  Passover  week,  the  people 
were  alive  to  every  phase  of  relig- 
ious enthusiasm  and  activity.  The 
fires  on  the  altar  never  burned 
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brighter  nor  were  the  services  ever 
rendered  with  greater  pomp  or 
(eremony.  Jesus  heard  what  oth- 
ers could  not  hear,  and  saw  what 
others  could  not  see,  and  wept  over 
the  impending  fate  to  which  they 
were  wholly  blind.  Had  they  seen 
the  blood,  and  heard  the  wail  which 
he  heard  and  saw,  they  would  have 
turned  all  that  joy  and  festivity 
into  penitence  and  prayer.  He 
looked  down  through  the  years  and 
saw  the  destruction  of  the  holy 
city,  and  it  broke  his  heart,  and  he 
wept  most  bitterly.  On  another 
occasion  he  said  of  the  city,  ^‘O,  Je- 
rusalem, Jerusalem,  thou  that  kill- 
est  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them 
that  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  oft 
Avould  I have  gathered  thee  togeth- 
er as  a hen  gathereth  her  brood  un- 
der her  wing;  but  ye  would  not."’ 
He  stayed  in  Jerusalem  the  remain- 
der of  that  day.  In  the  evening  he 
returned  to  Bethany,  and  on  his 
way  out  curses  the  fig  tree  for  its 
pretentions,  and  returns  to  the  city 
the  next  morning  and  spent  the  day 
there,  during  which  he  saw  tlie  wid- 
ow casting  in  her  mite.  In  the  eve- 
ning he  observes  the  Passover  with 
his  disciples,  and  goes  to  the  gar- 
den where  he  prays  and  is  arrested. 

Finding  the  As  the  hour  for  the 
Man  With  a observance  of  the 
Pitcher  Jewish  Passover 
drew  near,  .Jesus 
tells  two  of  his  disciples  to  go  into 
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a certain  street, ' and  they  would 
find  a man  bearings  a pitcher  of 
water ; for  them  to  follow  him  and 
enter  into  the  house  with  him,  and 
tell  him  that  the  Lord  would  eat 
the  passover  feast  in  his  house,  and 
he  would  show  them  the  guest- 
chamber,  and  for  them  to  there 
make  ready.  It  was  the  most  un- 
usual thing  for  a man  to  be  seen 
on  the  street  bearing  a pitcher  of 
Avater  or  carrying  any  other  bur- 
den ; such  things  always  being  done 
by  tlie  Avomen.  Jesus  may  haA  e pre- 
viously arranged  with  this  man  to 
be  at  this  place  at  this  time,  and 
to  have  carried  the  Avater  for  a 
sign,  but  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  he  simply  infiuenced  the  man 
to  be  where  he  Avas,  and  to  do  Avhat 
he  Avas  doing  at  that  time. 

The  Last  As  the  evening  time 

Supper  dreAv  apace,  Jesus 

and  the  disciples  as- 
sembled in  the  upper  room,  which 
had  been  prepared  for  them,  and 
there  celebrated  the  passoA^er  feast 
in  keeping  Avith  the  custom  of  the 
JeAvs  for  many  hundred  years.  Je- 
sus occupied  opposite  j)ositions  at 
the  table.  He  sat  at  the  head  of 
the  table  as  the  rightful  master  of 
ceremonies,  and  also  girded  him- 
self and  serA^ed  as  a menial  slaA^e. 
The  disciples  even  yet  thought  he 
Avould  establish  a temporal  king- 
dom, and  tliat  they  would  be  ap- 
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pointed  to  royal  positions  with 
large  salaries  and  little  to  do,  and 
they  got  into  a wrangle  over  their 
respective  greatness.  Jesus  asked 
them  whom  they  thought  the  great- 
est, he  that  sat  at  meat,  or  he  that 
served,  and  they  thinking  of  the 
places  they  were  to  fill  said  with- 
out any  hesitation  Avhatsoever,  that 
he  that  sat  at  meat  was  the  great- 
est. Jesus  said,  ‘ J am  among  you  as 
one  that  serveth.’ ^ After  the  supper 
he  took  a towel  and  with  it  girded 
himself,  and  pouring  water  into  a 
basin  he  went  from  one  to  another 
and  washed  their  feet,  when  upon 
coming  to  Peter  he  was  refused 
the  privilege.  I suppose  Peter  was 
still  thinking  of  the  appointment 
and  the  salary,  and  of  his  ability 
to  employ  servants.  Jesus  told 
him,  unless  he  washed  his  feet  he 
could  have  no  part  or  lot  with 
him.  Then  Peter,  a real  politician 
said,  '■‘Wash  me  all  over,  for  I want 
the  place,  and  if  there  is  no  other 
Avay  to  get  it  but  by  submitting, 
why  of  course,  I will.’’ 

I am  often  asked  if  T believe  in 
feet- washing,  and  I always  answer. 
Yes,  but  not  as  a church  ordinance. 
Jesus  and  the  disciples  had  walked 
that  day  from  Bethany,  and  they 
were  dust-stained  and  needed  to 
have  their  feet  washed  as  a matter 
of  cleanliness  and  comfort,  and 
there  being  no  servant  in  the  house 
it  was  a necessity  that  it  be  done  by 
one  of  their  own  number. 

Jesus  did  not  set  them  an  exam- 
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pie  in  humility,  but  in  service. 
They  do  things  just  the  opposite 
over  there  from  what  Ave  do  them 
here.  Should  1 come  to  your  house 
after  a long  walk,  or  a dusty  ride, 
and  you  should  ask  me  if  I would 
not  like  to  take  a wash,  and  I 
should  tell  you  I AA^ould,  you  Avould 
never  think  of  me  washing  my  feet. 
But  you  would  think  of  me  wash- 
ing my  hands  and  face.  Well,  over 
there  they  would  never  think  of  me 
Avashing  my  hands  and  face,  but 
AA  ould  expect  me  to  Avash  my  feet. 
Here  Ave  remove  the  hat  at  the  door 
of  the  sanctuary,  over  there  they 
remoA^e  the  sandals.  I heard  a man 
tell  not  long  ago  about  a quarrel 
in  which  some  Arabs  Avere  engaged 
Avhen  he  Avas  on  the  sea  of  Galilee, 
and  that  when  it  came  to  the  fight- 
ing point,  they  began  to  remove 
their  trousers ; while  over  here  men 
remove  their  coats. 

It  was  not  an  ordinance,  but  a 
much  needed  service,  Avhich  you  and 
I can  and  should  render  in  a Aari- 
ety  of  ways  and  multitude  of  times. 

T am  also  asked  Avliich  of  the  two 
ordinances,  baptism  or  the  com- 
munion, ^should  be  abserved  first, 
and  to  this  T alAvays  ansAA^er,  that  if 
there  be  any  logical  arrangement, 
the  communion  should  be  obseiwed 
first,  for  the  reason  tliat  it  repre- 
sents deatli.  and  baptism  repre- 
sents burial  and  resurreidion.  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  a man  should 
be  dead  before  he  is  buried. 

There  is  nnother  thing  (‘onnect- 
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ed  with  this  supper  that  we 
must  not  OYerlook,  and  that  is,  that 
there  was  a traitor  there.  ’Tis 
true  that  he  went  out  before 
the  Lord’s  Supper  was  instituted, 
but  Jesus  told  them  plainly  that 
the  traitor  was  present.  I have 
an  idea  that  no  sooner  did  Jesus 
mention  the  fact  than  they  began 
to  think  of  each  other  as  the  prob* 
able  one.  John  may  have  said, 
^Well,  he  certainly  means  Peter, 
for  he  is  so  forward  ; I am  not  sur- 
prised, I felt  sure  that  it  would 
be  known.”  And  James  may  have 
said,  guess  that  to  be  John.  He 
has  been  so  very  pious,  that  I have 
had  my  doubt  all  the  way  along 
about  him  being  just  what  a believer 
ought  to  be.  I tell  you  you  cannot 
tell  who  to  trust  any  more,  but  I 
am  glad  it  isn’t  me,  and  I hope  the 
real  one  will  be  found  out,  and 
that  they  will  know  what  I meant 
the  other  day,  when  I told  the 
brethren  what  I did.  I have  seen 
too  much  to  be  fooled.”  And  thus 
one  after  the  other  they  excused 
themselves,  and  blamed  others,  un- 
til Jesus  and  Judas  dipped  together 
in  the  sop  and  the  traitor  was  re- 
vealed. One  thing  is  sure,  that  no 
traitor  ever  goes  unmasked.  ’Tis 
true  they  began  to  say,  ^^Lord,  is  it 
T,”  but  I have  sometimes  thought, 
that  it  was  with  the  feeling  that 
they  knew  it  wasn’t. 
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Gethsemane  Supper  being  ended, 
he  and  his  disciples 
passed  out,  and  silently  and  sadly 
went  down  the  steep  side  of  the 
Kedron,  and  crossing  the  bridge, 
they  were  soon  on  the  road  that 
leads  over  the  Mount  of  Olives  to 
Bethany.  An  Olive  orchard  lay 
near  by,  known  as  Gethsemane,  or 
^The  C3il  Press. This  garden  was 
about  fifty-two  yards  square,  and 
into  it  he  entered,  having  immedi- 
ately with  him  Peter,  James  and 
J ohn.  When  the  soul  is  over- 
whelmed with  grief  it  seeks  to  be 
alone,  and  yet  not  too  far  from 
human  sympathy  and  help.  With- 
drawing from  them  a sufficient  dis- 
tance to  be  beyond  their  hearing, 
and  yet  not  too  far  to  be  out  of 
the  circle  of  their  association,  he 
knelt  down  and  poured  out  to  his 
Father  all  the  pent  up  feelings  of 
his  great  soul.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
love  of  heaven  was  as  far  off  as  the 
sympathy  of  earth.  The  sacred 
writers  seem  to  lack  language  to 
describe  the  awful  agony  of  that 
hour.  They  tell  us  that  first  he 
knelt,  then  he  fell  on  his  face  to 
the  earth,  and  prayed  with  strong 
crying  and  tears  till  his  sweat  be- 
came as  it  were  great  drops  of 
blood,  falling  down  to  the  ground. 
He  came  to  the  three  disciples  at 
the  close  of  each  prayer,  and  found 
them  sleej)ing,  and  said  to  them, 
^‘What,  could  ye  not  watch  with 
me  one  hour?'^  and  at  the  last, 
^^Sleep  on  now  and  take  your  rest.’' 
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There  are  two  things  connected 
with  this  hour  in  the  garden  to 
which  I wish  to  call  special  at- 
tention. The  real  sacrifice  was 
made  in  the  garden.  Jesus  prayed 
that  the  cup  might  pass  from  him, 
as  though  there  was  something  so 
terribly  bitter  about  it  that  he 
could  not  drink  it,  even  if  it  was 
for  that  that  he  came  into  the 
world.  He  seems  to  shrink  for  a 
moment  from  the  supreme  mission 
of  his  incarnation.  But  after  a while 
a calm,  child  like  submission  to  his 
Father's  will  came  to  him,  and  he 
said,  “Not  my  will,  but  thine,  be 
done."  He  had  triumphed,  and  the 
sacrifice  was  made,  the  offering  was 
complete,  and  all  that  was  done 
after  that  belonged  to  man  to  do. 
It  was  man  who  stripped  him  of 
his  raiinent;  it  was  man  who  beat 
him  with  rods;  it  was  man  who 
pressed  down  upon  his  tender  tem- 
ples the  crown  of  thorns;  it  was 
man  who  nailed  him  to  the  cross; 
it  was  man  who  left  him  to  die 
alone;  it  was  man  who  thrust  the 
spear  into  his  side.  Jesus  never 
hurt  anybody;  he  never  stripped 
any  one ; he  never  lacerated  any 
one^s  back  or  crowned  any  brow 
with  thorns ; he  never  crucified  any 
one.  All  that  was  done  after  the 
agony,  was  man's  doings,  except  the 
suffei-ing  and  endurance  necessary 
upon  tlie  part  of  Christ  during  the 
ordeal  of  crn(*ifixion. 

It  was  tlie  opj)ortunity  of  all 
their  lives  for  tliese  disciples  to 
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spend  the  last  hour  with  the 

Christ  on  the  earth  before  his 

criicifixian,  and  yet  they  slept 

it  away.  He  came  to  them  and 
found  them  sleeping,  and  said, 

^^Could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one 
hour.’’  ^^Sleep  on  now  and  take  your 
rest.”  Of  course  you  have  heard 
it  said,  that  he  knew  the  disciples 
were  weary  and  needed  rest,  and 
that  in  the  tenderness  of  his  heart 
he  would  not  disturb  them.  I know 
they  were  weary  and  greatly  need- 
ed sleep,  and  1 know  that  of  all 
hearts,  that  of  Jesus  was  the  most 
tender,  but  I also  know  that  the 
disciples  had  slept  away  their  gold- 
en opportunity,  and  that  when  Je- 
sus told  them  to  sleep  on  he  meant 
it  to  be  SO  understood.  It  was  but 
another  way  of  saying,  I gave  you 
the  distinguished  opportunity  of 
watching  with  me  during  my 
agony,  and  you  have  slept  it  away, 
and  so  far  as  the  opportunity  is 
concerned  you  might  as  well  sleep 
on.  The  struggle  is  over,  the  vic- 
tory is  won,  and  your  opportunity 
is  gone,  and  gone  for  ever.  I shall 
never  again  be  in  the  agony  through 
which  I have  just  passed;  sleep  on, 
for  your  opportunity  is  gone,  never 
to  return.  O,  young  man,  would  to 
God  that  I could  impress  you  Avith 
the  fact  that  an  opportunity  gone, 
is  gone  forever.  Would  to  God 
young  lady,  that  I could  lay  it  up- 
on your  heart  that  an  opportunity 
once  offered  to  you  and  slighted, 
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takes  its  departure,  never  more  to 
return. 

Judas  and  Judas  had  not  been 
the  Multitude  idle.  Exposed  by 
the  Master  at  the 
supper,  and  dismiss- 
ed as  it  were  from  the  company  of 
the  disciples,  he  was  all  the  more 
intent  on  carr^dng  out  his  design 
to  betray  him.  Hastening  to  the 
, authorities  he  told  them  that  the 
favorable  moment  had  come.  Jesus 
had  once  more  entered  Jerusalem, 
and  was  with  the  disciples  in  the 
garden  of  Gethsemane,  where  his 
arrest  Avould  be  easily  accomplish- 
ed. 

He  had  agreed  with  the  authori- 
ties to  sell  his  Master  for  thirty 
pieces  of  silver,  which  would  be 
about  fifteen  dollars  of  our  money. 
The  fact  is,  he  sold  himself.  Jesus 
w^as  Avorth  much  more  than  the 
price  named,  but  Judas  was  not 
w’^orth  so  much,  and  so  instead  of 
selling  the  Master,  as  he  supposed 
he  was  doing,  he  sold  himself  and 
the  buyers  were  badly  cheated.  A 
band  of  soldiers,  from  the  tower  of 
Antonia,  wms  given  him.  and  with 
it  he  entered  the  garden  intent  up- 
on the  betrayal. 

Fell  to  the  Judas  led  the  troop 
Ground  of  soldiers  directly 
to  Jesus,  who  step- 
ped forth  and  said 
to  them,  ^^Whom  seek  ye?  They 
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answered  him,  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
Jesus  saith  unto  them,  I am  he,  and 
as  soon  as  he  said  unto  them,  I 
am  he,  they  went  backward  and 
fell  to  the  ground.’^  He  inquired 
again  whom  they  sought,  and  they 
again  told  him  they  sought  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  and  he  said,  have 
told  you  that  I am  he.’^ 

^ Jf  therefore  ye  seek  me,  let  these 
go  their  way.’^  Jesus  would  not  in 
any  way  embarrass  his  disciples. 
He  did  not  tell  the  mob  that  others 
were  as  guilty  as  he.  He  confessed 
to  his  personality,  and  went  gladly 
with  his  tormentors.  What  won- 
derful power  his  presence  and  his 
words  must  have  had  over  that 
riotous  spirit,  to  crush  it  and  cause 
the  soldiers  to  fall  prostrate  to  the 
ground.  They  were  men  of  iron 
nerve,  and  were  accustomed  to  ma- 
king arrests  of  the  most  noted  and 
bloody  criminals,  and  yet  they 
could  not  have  touched  him  had  he 
not  been  willing  for  them  so  to  do. 

•I* 

The  Betrayal  Immediately  upon 
entering  the  garden 
Judas  had  gone  to  Jesus  and  greet- 
ed him  with  a kiss,  saying,  ‘^Hail, 
Master,’^  for  tliis  was  tlie  sign  u])on 
which  they  had  agreed. 

AVlien  the  arrest  was  made  and 
they  started  with  their  prisoner  to 
Jerusalem,  Peter  followed  at  a dis- 
tance. You  have  Ix^n  told  that  he 
was  afraid,  and  hence  kept  at  a 
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safe  distance,  and  that  it  was  but 
right  that  he  should  so  do.  Well, 
1 do  not  believe  it  was  right,  nor 
do  I think  that  Peter  was  afraid. 

Peter  had  his  feelings  hurt  and 
he  Avas  pouting.  You  will  remem- 
ber that  when  they  left  the  upper 
room,  the  Master  said  something 
about  a sword  and  was  told  that 
there  Avere  two  in  the  company, 
and  he  said  that  Avas  enough. 

When  the  soldiers  came  upon 
Jesus,  Peter  thought  it  Avas  time 
to  be  doing  something,  and  he  whip- 
^ped  out  his  sword  and  began  an 
indiscriminate  attack  upon  the 
croAvd,  and  happened  to  cut  off  the 
high  priesPs  servanPs  ear.  Jesus 
told  him  to  put  up  his  SAVord,  and 
he  replaced  the  ear,  and  it  greAV  on 
again.  Noav  Peter  had  his  way  of 
doing  things,  but  he  did  not  get 
to  carry  it  out  that  night,  and  he 
pouted  about  it.  He  said,  ^‘Well,  I 
thought  I knew  how  to  do  some- 
thing, but  I guess  I don’t,  and  if 
A oil  knoAV  a better  Avay,  I Avill  just 
stand  aside  and  see  hoAv  you  come 
out.’’  He  didn’t  have  his  Avay,  and 
he  pouted.  And  Ave  have  tAVO  or 
three  such  pouters  in  nearly  every 
cliurch.  When  they  can  have  their 
Avay  about  things,  they  sit  on  the 
front  seats,  and  they  are  fine  fel- 
loAvs,  but  as  soon  as  tlieir  way  of 
doing  things  is  even  (questioned, 
they  yjout,  and  if  they  come  to 
church  at  all,  they  come  on  crutches, 
and  cannot  possibly  get  farther 
than  the  first  peAV  inside  the  door. 
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Of  all  the  contemptible,  mean,  dis- 
gusting people  with  which  we  have 
to  do,  that  of  the  pouter  is  the 
worst.  I would  rather  be  stung 
by  bees,  or  left  to  perish  alone  on 
a frozen  river,  than  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  a pouter.  I think 
the  arctic  regions  must  be  unbear- 
ably hot,  compared  with  the  icy 
life  of  the  pouter,  and  the  infernal 
regions  must  be  pleasantly  cool, 
compared  with  the  heat  of  one  of 
them.  Good  Lord,  deliver  us  from 
pouting  Peters. 

Christ  Before  Peters  denials  oc- 
Pilate  curred  at  intervals 
during  tile  latter 
part  of  the  night,  the  last  one  prob- 
ably at  the  close  of  the  trial  of  Je- 
sus. In  the  early  morning,  formal 
sentence  was  passed  ( Luke  22 : 6G- 
71),  and  Jesus  was  led  to  the  Prae- 
torium  of  Pilate.  (The  remorse  of 
Judas  may  be  placed  here,  or  after 
the  condemnation  by  Pilate.)  The 
Jewish  rulers  having  scruples  about 
entering  the  Praetorium  during  the 
passover  festival,  Pilate  comes  out 
to  them ; they  demand  the  death  of 
Jesus;  Pilate  goes  in,  and  asks  Je- 
sus if  he  is  king  of  the  Jews;  after 
some  conversation  (ending  with 
the  cynical  question.  ‘‘What  is 
truth T’),  Pilate  goes  out  and  de- 
clares Jesus  inno(^ent;  this  leads  to 
new  clamorous  accusations,  in 
which  Galilee  is  named;  Pilate, 
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hearing  this,  sends  Jesus  to  Herod, 
who  was  then  in  Jerusalem.  Her- 
od, failing  to  elicit  anything  from 
the  prisoner,  allows  him  to  be 
mocked  by  his  soldiers,  and  then 
sends  him  back  to  Pilate.  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  Christ  had  six 
distinct  and  separate  trials,  (if 
trials  they  may  be  called)  between 
midnight,  Thursday,  and  six  o’clock 
Friday  morning.  He  was  first  tak- 
en before  Annas,  the  father-in-law 
of  Caiaphas.  He  was  an  ex-high 
priest.  It  was  during  this  trial  that 
Peter  denied  him.  Then  he  was 
taken  before  Caiaphas,  the  high 
priest,  who  said,  adjure  thee  by 
the  living  God,  that  thou  tell  us 
plainly  whether  thou  be  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God.”  Jesus  confessed 
that  he  was.  From  here  he  was 
taken  before  tlie  Sanhedrin,  which 
was  really  the  Jewish  court.  It 
was  composed  of  seventy  elders,  a 
high-priest,  who  presided,  and  a 
scribe  to  record  the  proceedings. 
While  before  this  council,  he  was 
asked,  ^^\rt  thou  the  Christ?  tell 
us,”  and  he  said,  unto  them,  ^Hf  I 
tell  you  ye  will  not  believe.”  The 
decision  of  the  Sanhedrin  having 
been  duly  sealed,  Jesus  Avas  secure- 
ly bound,  and  led  away  to  Pilate’s 
judgment  hall,  where  for  the  first 
time  the  kingliest  of  all  kings,  en- 
tered a royal  court,  but  now  as  a 
prisoner.  Pilate  having  taken  his 
seat,  opened  the  proceedings  by 
asking  Caiaphas  and  his  colleagues 
what  accusation  they  had  against 
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the  prisoner.  The  king  expected 
some  denial  or  disproofs  from  Je- 
sus; but  Jesus  remained  silent. 
When  it  was  known  to  Pilate  that 
Jesus  was  a Galilean,  he  ordered 
him  sent  to  Herod,  who  was  gov- 
ernor of  that  province,  and  who  at 
that  time  was  visiting  Jerusalem. 
Herod  heard  the  accusation,  but 
was  no  less  at  a loss  than  Pilate 
what  to  do,  and  so  he  sent  him  back. 
It  was  while  in  the  presence  of 
Herod,  that  he  was  for  the  first 
time  mocked  and  robed  with  the 
robe  of  mock  royalty.  When  he 
was  returned  to  Pilate,  Pilate  made 
some  effort  to  release  him,  but  it 
was  feeble  and  unworthy  the  char- 
acter of  a king.  He  said,  “1  find 
no  fault  in  him.’’  Then  my  army 
shall  defend  him,  and  not  a hair  of 
his  head  shall  suffer,  is  what  a king 
should  have  said;  but  no,  he  said, 
^WJiat  then  shall  I do  with  Jesus, 
who  is  called  Christ?”  The  spirit 
of  the  king,  gave  to  Pilate  the  char- 
acter of  a slave,  but  the  spirit  of 
Jesus,  clothed  him  w^ith  the  majes- 
ty of  God.  He  was  turned  over 
to  the  people  who  shouted,  scream- 
ed, and  yelled,  ^C\way  with  him, 
away  with  him.  Crucify  him,  cru- 
cify him.” 

Stripped  of  He  had  been  robed 

His  Raiment  and  mocked  while 
before  Herod,  but 
the  robe  worn  there 
seems  to  have  been  removed  when 
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he  was  returned  to  Pilate.  When 
the  king  finished  his  investigation, 
and  announced  his  decision,  he 
turned  the  prisoner  over  to  the  mil- 
itary officers  for  execution.  Now 
he  is  stripped  of  his  raiment,  and 
flogged  until  the  pure  rich  blood 
coagulated  upon  his  bare  backj 
after  which  they  put  upon  him  a 
purple  robe,  bowed  the  knee  to  him 
in  mockery,  spit  upon  him,  and 
hailed  him  in  derision  as  king  of 
the  Jews.  We  think  so  much  of 
the  physical  suffering  of  Christ, 
that  we  lose  sight  of  his  mental 
suffering.  Jesus  was  as  modest 
and  delicate  as  a woman,  and  as 
chaste  as  a child,  and  his  physical 
suffering  is  not  to  be  rated  as  great- 
er than  his  mental.  How  this 
chaste,  pure  mind,  must  have 
shrunk  from  the  embarrassment 
and  indignity  of  exposure  even  in 
the  presence  of  men. 

Crowned  No  indignity  is  too 
With  Thorns  much  for  this  fren- 
zied mob  to  incite 
in  the  legal  persecutors.  They  put 
upon  his  tender  brow  a crown  of 
thorns.  Oh,  how  his  flesh  must 
have  quivered,  how  his  nerves  must 
have  tingled,  as  the  sharp  thorns 
went  tearing  through  his  flesh.  But 
suffering  and  pain  were  not  worthy 
of  notice  now,  that  the  great  re- 
former and  disturber  of  their  cus- 
toms was  in  their  hands. 

(7) 
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Behold  the  When  Jesus  was 
Man  yet  in  the  robes  of 
mock  royalty,  and 
bleeding  from  the  castigation  by 
the  soldiers,  Pilate  placed  him  in 
the  midst  of  the  crowd,  and  said, 
^^Behold  the  man.’’  Behold  the 

man  who,  according  to  yon,  effects 
the  government  and  threatens  to 
take  away  the  empire  from  the  Ro- 
mans. Behold  the  man  whom  ye 
have  brought  here  as  an  enemy  of 
Caesar,  and  a sower  of  the  seeds  of 
sedition  in  the  land;  he  is  rather  a 
harmless  and  defenseless  rival,  isn’t 
he?  Do  yon  really  think  there  is 
much  danger  from  such  an  aspi- 
rant? This  was  a cruel,  but  just 
thrust  at  their  hatred,  envy,  and 
unwarranted  jealousy. 


Bearing  the  When  all  was 
Cross  ready,  Jesus  was 
given  the  cross  up- 
on which  he  was  to  hang,  and  the 
procession  started  t o Calvary. 
They  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
scourging  and  the  indignities,  they 
must  laden  him  with  the  cross  and 
compel  him  to  carry  it  to  the  place 
of  crucifixion. 

4* 

The  The  Master  now  be- 
Procession  comes  the  center  of 
in  the  Street  attraction.  He  has 
been  condemned 
and  is  on  his  way  to  execution, 
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and  as  though  it  were  a galla  day 
the  people  turn  out  en  masse  to  en- 
joy the  occasion.  I imagine  there 
is  laughter,  jeering,  and  cruel 
mockings,  as  the  procession  ad- 
vances toward  the  gate  through 
which  it  must  pass  on  its  way  to 
the  hill.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  human  life  when 
once  it  gets  fairly  under  way,  and 
all  the  hatred,  jealousy,  envy,  and 
deviltry,  of  their  wicked  hearts, 
seemed  now  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  express  itself,  and  the  opportu- 
nity was  not  neglected. 

He  Falls  Jesus  had  slept 

Beneath  none  the  night  pre- 
The  Cross  vious  to  this,  he  had 
eaten  nothing,  and 
was  weary  and  worn  from  the  loss 
of'  blood  and  exhausted  from  the 
severe  trials  of  the  morning,  and  he 
falls  completely  exhausted  beneath 
the  heavy  cross.  No  food,  no  wa- 
ter, no  rest,  no  sleep,  no  sympathy, 
no  friend  and  with  the  weight  of 
the  world’s  sin  upon  him,  no  won- 
der he  falls  exhausted.  But  there 
is  a friend.  It  is  Simon  of  Cy- 
rena,  a man  of  giant  frame,  who 
coming  out  of  the  country  at  that 
time,  came  to  where  Jesus  had  fal- 
len. I am  inclined  to  think  that  it 
was  more  than  an  accident  that 
this  man  happened  along  there  just 
at  that  time.  To  us  it  seems  pure- 
ly accidental,  but  who  knows  but 
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God  had  so  regulated  his  travels, 
as  to  bring  him  there  just  at  that 
moment.  Many  things  which  seem  to 
us  quite  accidental  will  be  known 
to  us  to  have  been  carefully  plan- 
ned, when  we  shall  read  them  in  the 
light  of  God’s  dealings  and  provi- 
dences. There  is  a legend  concern- 
ing his  falling  beneath  the  cross, 
which  has  always  interested  me;  it 
is  that  of  ^‘The  Wandering  Jew,” 
which  Lew  Wallace  so  cleverly 
weaves  into  his  story.  The  Wan- 
dering Jew  is  called  by  Josephus, 
Isaac-Lakedion,  Cartaphilus,  or 
Ahasuerus.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  only  eight  years  older  than 
the  Christ,  and  to  have  been  Pi- 
late’s porter,  or  a shoemaker  who 
dwelt  near  the  gate  of  the  city.  He 
belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Naphtali, 
and  when  Jesus,  fainting  beneath 
the  burden  of  his  cross,  fell  in  front 
of  his  door,  he  struck  the  Savior  a 
savage  blow  with  his  fist,  and 
roughly  said:  ^^Go  faster,  Jesus, 
go  faster,  why  dost  thou  linger?” 
The  Savior  glanced  reproachfully 
at  him,  and  answered:  indeed 

am  going,  but  thou  shalt  tarry  till 
I come.”  Some  authors  claim  that 
the  unhappy  man,  urged  on  by  a 
power  he  could  not  resist,  began 
his  endless  wanderings  at  that  very 
moment.  Summer  and  winter, 
under  sun  and  rain,  he  journeys 
on.^  No  danger  appalls  him,  sick- 
ness and  death  pass  him  by,  and  at 
the  end  of  each  century  the  Wan- 
dering Jew  falls  into  a sort  of 
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trance,  from  which  he  awakens  only 
to  find  himself  as  young  as  when  he 
thrust  the  Lord  away  from  his 
door. 

Another  legend  claims  that  Pi- 
late, haunted  by  remorse,  could  find 
no  rest.  He,  too,  became  a wanderer 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hav- 
ing at  last  come  to  a high  moun- 
tain in  Switzerland,  he  flung  him- 
self down  from  one  of  its  rocky  pro- 
jections, into  the  Lake  of  Lucerne 
below  it.  It  is  in  memory  of  this 
suicide  that  the  mountain  still 
bears  his  name,  and  the  peasants 
think  that  his  unhappy  ghost  still 
haunts  the  barren  heights  of  Mount 
Pilatus. 

•i* 

Meets  His  Among  the  beauti- 
Mother  ful  and  yet  sad 
things  conceived  by 
men  to  have  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  crucifixion  of  our  Lord, 
that  of  meeting  his  mother  is  to  me 
the  most  sadly  beautiful.  Tradi- 
tion tells  us,  that  just  as  he  fell  his 
mother,  who  had*followed  tearfully 
and  silently,  all  the  way,  came  up 
and  sprang  to  him  as  though,  she 
with  her  own  hands  would  lift  the 
heavy  wood  from  his  prostrate 
body. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
There  is  no  limit  to  woman’s  under- 
taking when  prompted  by  love,  and 
this  Avoman  was  his  mother;  she 
had  walked  through  the  shadoAvs  of 
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death  to  give  him  life,  and  she  had 
loved  him  with  a tender  sweet  love, 
from  the  moment  of  his  birth,  and 
now  that  he  is  suffering,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  she  would 
spring  to  his  defense  and  release. 
The  Scriptures  do  not  tell  us  the 
story;  it  is  purely  traditional,  but 
it  is  worthy  to  be  told  by  even  the 
best  writers  of  the  world,  and 
should  it  not  be  true,  it  will  always 
seem  to  me  that  she  was  there,  and 
could  have  been  no  otherwhere. 

Approaching  The  procession  now 
Calvary  approaches  Calva- 
ry. There  is  an  air 
of  triumph  in  their  very  move- 
ments, and  the  joy  of  their  hearts 
know  no  bounds,  as  they  anticipate 
their  triumph  over  him  whom  they 
thought  to  be  an  enemy  to  their 
people,  and  a reformer  of  their  re- 
ligion. God  can  wait.  His  glory 
will  at  last  shine  forth,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  people  will  be 
made  all  the  more  sure  by  the  very 
heartiness  with  which  they  enjoy 
that  which  they  take  to  be  victory. 

4- 

The  Of  all  the  methods 
Preparation  known  to  man  for 
the  producing  of 
pain, and  the  creation  of  agony, that 
of  the  Koman  crucifixion  was  the 
greatest.  It  was  not  originated 
by  the  Romans,  nor  was  it  a 
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Jewish  method  of  capital  punish- 
ment ; it  was  a heathen  method 
adopted  by  the  Romans  for  ignoble 
and  base  criminals,  and  for  the 
reason  that  it  did  produce  pain. 
They  believed  that  to  die  under  the 
excruciating  torture  of  the  cross, 
without  expressing  fear  or  pain, 
was  a test  of  bravery  and  worthi- 
ness, and  I have  read  that  many  a 
Roman  sought  to  die  upon  the 
cross  just  to  show  that  he  could 
suffer  pain  without  crying  out,  but 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  for  the 
ignoble,  the  Romans  were  exempt 
from  its  ignominy. 

The  method  was  to  dig  a hole 
three  or  four  feet  deep,  and  suffi- 
ciently large  to  admit  the  heavy 
cross.  A cross  was  prepared,  upon 
whi(di  the  victim  was  laid,  and 
nails  placed  to  the  palms  of 
his  hands  and  hammered  through, 
and  then  nails  were  placed  to  his 
feet  and  hammered  through. 
When  this  was  done,  and  the 
victim  securely  fastened,  then 
the*  wood  was  raised  to  a per- 
pendicular position  and  allowed  to 
drop  with  all  its  weight  into  the 
excavation.  This  was  done  that 
the  victim  might  be  thoroughly 
tested,  for  they  said,  if  he  did  not 
cry  out  at  the  sudden  shock  pro- 
duced by  the  fall  he  was  worthy  to 
die.  How  the  nailing  must  have 
hurt  the  Christ,  as  the  spikes  went 
tearing  through  his  tender  flesh, 
and  how  every  nerve  and  muscle 
must  have  drawn  and  twitched, 
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when  the  cross  fell  into  its  place. 
What  awful  agony.  What  inde- 
scribable torture  to  that  flesh  that 
had  not  been  hardened  by  any  sin, 
or  toughened  by  any  exposure. 

The  Now  that  he  is  se- 
Crucifixion  curely  fastened  to 
the  cross,  racked 
with  severest  pain,  covered  with 
blood,  and  taunted  with  all  manner 
of  indignities  that  could  have  been 
heaped  upon  the  worst  criminal, 
they  raise  the  cross  and  let  it  fall 
into  the  hole,  thus  completing  the 
crucifixion,  except  to  wedge  the 
cross,  which  they  proceeded  to  do. 

Wedging  the  When  the  cross  had 
Cross  been  placed  in  an 
upright  position , 
heavy  wedges  were  driven  around 
it,  that  it  might  stand  secure,  and 
that  by  the  heavy  strokes  of  the 
sledge  in  driving  them  into  place, 
the  victim  might  receive  some  addi- 
tional test  of  his  ability  to  stand 
the  racking  pain  without  express- 
ing distress.  There  were  crucified 
with  him  two  thieves,  one  on  the 
right,  and  the  other  on  the  left, 
which  fared  very  differently  be- 
cause of  their  different  attitudes 
to  the  dying  Christ. 

One  of  them  railed  at  the  Christ, 
and  told  him  to  save  himself  and 
him.  He  was  not  in  harmony  with 
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the  Christ,  nor  with  the  purpose  for 
which  he  was  dying,  but  was  self- 
ish in  the  extreme,  for  he  was,  as 
the  other  one  told  him,  dying  just- 
ly for  his  sins.  The  other  one,  was 
in  right  relation  to  the  Christ, 
and  said  to  him,  ^^Lord,  remember 
me  when  thou  comest  into  thy  king- 
dom.’’ And  the  Lord  said  to  him, 
^A^erily,  verily,  I.  say  unto  thee,  this 
day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  para- 
dise.” Jesus  was  never  too  much 
engrossed  in  his  own  personal  life 
to  hear  a sinner’s  prayer.  Mark 
tells  us  in  connection  with  the 
story  of  the  thieves  that  ^^The  Scrip- 
ture was  fulfilled  which  saith,  and 
he  was  numbered  with  the  trans- 
gressors.” 

Pilate  had  caused  his  accu- 
sation to  be  written  in  three 
languages:  Greek,  Latin  and  He- 
brew. ^^This  is  Jesus  the  King  of 
the  Jews.”  The  Greek  was  the 
language  of  culture  and  scholar- 
ship. It  was  the  polite  language 
of  the  day,  the  language  of  litera- 
ture and  learning.  The  Latin  was 
the  language  of  law  and  govern- 
ment, and  the  Hebrew  was  the  lan- 
guage of  religion;  so  that  the  in- 
scription on  the  cross  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  kingship  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  all  the  force  of  culture, 
law  and  religion.  When  the  Jews 
became  aware  of  the  writing  and 
conscious  of  what  it  really  meant 
they  went  to  the  governor,  and 
sought  to  have  it  changed,  but  he 
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replied,  ^^Wkat  I have  written,  I 
have  written.’’ 

During  the  time  that  Jesus  hung 
upon  the  cross,  he  uttered  seven 
sayings  which  are  in  the  order  of 
their  utterance  as  follows: 

^^Father  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do.” 

^^Behold  thy  mother.” 

^^Verily,  verily,  I say  unto  thee^ 
this  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in 
paradise.” 

^^Eloi,  Eloi,  lami  sabachthani.”^ 
^^My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me.” 
thirst.” 

^^It  is  finished.” 

^^Father,  into  thy  hands  I commit 
my  spirit.” 

The  crowd  at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
railed  at  him,  jeered  and  mocked, 
and  said,  ^^He  saved  others,  himself 
he  cannot  save.”  I have  sometimes 
wondered  why  Jesus  did  not  snatch 
a thunderbolt  from  a passing  cloud 
and  smite  them  all  with  death.  Had 
he  not  been  divine  and  filled  with 
divine  compassion,  having  the  pow- 
er he  had,  he  would  have  done  it. 
I have  heard  preachers  tell  how 
Jesus  was  held  to  the  cross  by  the 
cruel  nails.  No,  he  was  not  held 
there  by  the  nails.  He  could  have 
spoken  and  the  nails  would  have 
melted;  he  could  have  said  the  word 
and  the  cross  would  have  bowed  be- 
fore him;  he  could  have  called  and 
twelve  legions  of  angels  would 
have  hastened  to  his  release;  had 
he  so  desired,  the  leaves  of  the 
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trees,  the  sands  of  the  sea,  and  the 
stars  of  the  sky  would  have  mar- 
shalled themselves  into  an  army 
to  do  his  bidding.  No,  it  was 
not  nails;  it  was  not  power;  it 
was  love,  infinite,  eternal,  death- 
less love,  that  held  him  there,  and 
nothing  else  could  have  done  it. 

Watching  Matthew  tells  us 

Him  Die  that  they  parted 
his  garments,  and 
upon  his  vesture  they  cast  lots 
that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  by  the  prophet,  '^^They  part- 
ed my  garments  among  them  and 
upon  my  vesture  did  they  cast  lots.’^ 
Every  Jewish  Eabbi  knew  of  that 
prophecy. 

Why  did  they  not  tell  the  soldiers 
not  to  do  it,  and  thus  break  the 
chain  of  prophecy.  In  sitting 
down  and  watching  him  die,  there 
is  a cool  indifference  which  always 
characterized  the  Roman  soldier,, 
and  yet  they  were  doing  the  duty 
for  which  they  were  placed  there. 
Had  they  left  him  alone,  they  fear- 
ed his  friends  would  come  and  take 
him  down,  and  had  they  not  been 
there  all  the  time,  there  would  not 
have  been  the  positive  unquestion- 
ed proof  of  his  death,  which  we  now 
have.  The  hand  of  God  is  seen  in 
it  all,  and  though  we  cannot  under- 
stand how  infinite  love  could  in- 
dorse such  cruel  ways  of  torturing 
a being,  yet  in  what  was  done  we 
have  the  certain  unquestioned  proof 
of  his  death. 
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The  During  the  time  our 
Earthquake  Lord  hung  upon  the 
cross  the  old  earth 
reeled  and  rocked  like  a drunken 
man,  or  a cork  tossed  by  the  waves 
of  the  sea.  Suddenly  the  temple 
curtain  was  rent  in  twain  from  top 
to  bottom,  the  earth  shook,  the 
rocks  were  torn  asunder,  the  tombs 
opened  and  the  bodies  of  many  of 
God^s  people  who  had  fallen  asleep 
rose,  and  leaving  their  tombs,  went, 
after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  in- 
to the  Holy  City,  and  showed  them- 
selves to  many  people.  The  Roman 
Captain  and  the  men  with  him  who 
were  watching  Jesus,  on  seeing  the 
earthquake  and  all  that  was  hap- 
pening, became  greatly  alarmed 
and  exclaimed: 

^^This  must  indeed  have  been  the 
Son  of  God.’’ 

Golgotha  The  word  Golgotha 
is  the  Hebrew  word 
for  Calvary,  the  name  of  the 
hill  on  which  the  cross  of  Je- 
sus was  erected.  For  three 
dreadful  hours  he  hung  upon  the 
cross.  The  shadows  of  evening  ap- 
pear at  high  noon,  and  as  they 
lengthen  and  deepen  into  darkness, 
I imagine  the  people  began  to  creep 
up  closer  to  each  other,  and  even 
take  each  other  by  the  hand,  and 
speak  in  subdued  and  strangely 
effected  voices,  about  the  unusual 
occurrence.  Meanwhile  the  shad- 
ows deepen,  and  the  darkness  grows 
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more  dark,  until  it  is  midnight  on 
Calvary  while  the  sun  is  yet  high 
in  the  heaven,  and  amid  the  gloom 
the  strange  and  terrible  voice  of 
the  dying  Christ,  made  husky  for 
want  of  water,  is  heard,  ^^Eloi,  Eloi 
lami  sabachthani.’’  ^^My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me 
There  are  two  very  pretty  and  inter- 
esting legends  told  about  the  cruci- 
fixion, which  I think  it  well  to  re- 
late in  this  connection.  The  Robin, 
seeing  our  Savior  on  the  cross,  and 
wishing  if  possible  to  save  him  one 
pang,  pecked  off  a thorn,  and  bore 
it  away,  dyeing  its  breast  red  with 
the  blood  of  the  Lord.  Bishop 
Doane  must  have  been  familiar 
with  this  legend  or  he  could  not 
have  said: 

“Sweet  Robin,  I have  heard  them  say 
That  thou  wert  there  upon  the  day 
That  Christ  was  crowned  in  cruel  scorn. 
And  bore  away  one  bleeding  thorn, 

That  so  the  blush  upon  thy  breast 
In  shameful  sorrow  was  imprest!'’ 

Another  superstition,  often  al- 
luded to  by  poets,  is  that  from  the 
blood  of  our  Lord,  which  fell  to  the 
foot  of  the  cross,  the  red  and  pink 
roses  eventually  sprang.  We  are 
also  told  that  the  crown  was  form- 
ed of  hawthorn,  when  in  full  bloom, 
and  that  the  fiowers  which  conceal- 
ed the  sharp  thorns  were  dyed  red. 

“Men  saw  the  thorns  on  Jesus’  brow, 

But  angels  saw  the  roses.” 
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Leaving  the  The  multitude  that 
Cross  went  up  to  Calvary 
with  such  happy 
buoyant  hearts,  returned  sadly  de- 
jected. They  have  been  defeated 
and  feel  it  most  keenly,  and  with 
depressed  spirits,  downcast  looks, 
and  saddened  hearts,  they  return 
to  the  city  to  await  future  develop- 
ments, which  are  to  come  fast 
enough  from  this  moment  on. 
Judas  thought  he  was  selling  his 
Master,  but  he  was  selling  himself; 
the  Jews  thought  they  were  putting 
an  end  to  the  Nazarene,  but  they 
Avere  putting  an  end  to  themselves 
and  all  that  pertained  to  their  na- 
tional, social,  and  religious  life,  as 
every  page  of  history  from  then  un- 
til now  most  fully  and  convincingly 
bears  witness. 

The  As  t he  evening 

Removal  came  on  and  the 

Sabbath  approach- 
ed, there  came  a rich  man  of  Ari- 
mathea,  Joseph  by  name,  who  went 
to  Pilate  and  begged  the  body  of 
Christ,  and  laid  it  in  his  own  newly 
hewn  and  heretofore  unoccupied 
tomb.  He  must  have  been  a disci- 
ple of  our  Lord,  and  loved  him 
much,  to  have  risked  his  popular- 
ity, property,  and  possibly  his  life, 
in  being  known  as  the  disciple  of 
Jesus  at  this  time,  when  all  men 
seemed  to  be  against  him.  The 
Jews  were  not  too  religious  to  cru- 
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€ify  him,  and  treat  him  most  cruel- 
ly in  every  way,  but  they  were  en- 
tirely too  religious  to  leave  his  body 
hang  on  the  cross  over  the  Sabbath 
<iay.  The  soldiers  who  had  been 
set  to  watch  him,  broke  the  legs  of 
the  thieves  in  order  to  hasten  their 
death,  or  prevent  their  escape, 
should  they  not  be  already  dead, 
hut  when  they  came  to  Jesus  they 
did  not  break  his  le^s,  and  you  have 
wondered  why.  Here  is  the  reason : 
There  was  a prophecy  that  not  a 
bone  of  his  body  should  be  broken, 
and  had  it  been  that  a bone  was 
broken  then  the  prophecy  had  fail- 
ed. Every  Kabbi  and  Priest  of  the 
whole  nation  knew  of  that  proph- 
ecy, and  had  they  gone  to  the 
trouble  of  breaking  his  bones,  they 
would  have  proved  him  an  impos- 
tor. But  I have  thought,  that  had 
they  undertaken  to  have  done  so, 
they  would  have  been  prevented  by 
an  angel  who  would  have  smitten 
them  dead.  Then  the  fact  that  the 
soldiers  did  not  find  it  necessary 
to  break  his  legs  was  an  additional 
proof  that  he  had  expired.  There 
is  a legend  that  John  in  order  to 
save  poor  Mary  all  the  pain  possi- 
ble, carefully  concealed  all  the 
nails,  and  when  the  Lord’s  body 
had  been  removed  from  the  cross  he 
reverently  laid  it  in  the  Virgin’s 
lap.  Then  she  once  more  tenderly 
clasped  her  son  to  her  aching  heart, 
which  had  been  so  sorely  pierced 
with  grief. 
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The  Burial  The  tomb  was  in  a 
garden,  and  not  far 
from  the  place  of  crucifixion.  It  was 
hewn  out  of  a solid  rock,  and  the 
piece  which  had  been  removed  in 
order  to  make  the  opening,  fitted 
back  in  its  place,  as  nicely  as  a lid 
is  fitted  onto  a can,  when  ready  to 
be  sealed. 

Around  the  opening,  which  was 
but  slight  indeed,  the  governor’s 
seal  was  placed,  so  that  the  least 
disturbance  could  be  detected. 
There  were  but  few  followers  of  the 
bier  to  the  place  of  burial.  We 
may  suppose  that  Nicodemus,  Mary 
of  Magdala,  Mary  the  mother  of 
our  Lord,  Mary  the  wife  of  Cleopas, 
and  a few  other  brave  and  faithful 
souls  followed  the  body  to  its  tem- 
porary resting  place,  and  beyond 
the  ones  named  we  dare  not  go. 
When  the  body  had  been  deposited, 
and  the  seal  affixed  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  government,  then  sixty 
armed  men  were  placed  there  to 
guard  it,  and  put  under  penalty  of 
death.  There  is  a legend  that  the 
Jews,  afraid  lest  Caesar  should 
claim  the  body  of  Christ,  which 
they  could  not  produce,  resolved  to 
kill  Joseph  of  Arimathea  imme- 
dately  after  the  resurrection,  and 
then  to  accuse  him  of  having  stolen 
and  concealed  the  body  of  our  Lord. 
To  keep  this  murder  secret,  Joseph 
was  taken  by  night,  and  placed  in 
a sealed  prison-cell,  where  the  Jews 
fancied  he  would  soon  die.  But 
here  he  was  marvelously  fed  and 
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sustained  by  the  Holy  Grail,  which 
filled  his  prison  with  beams  of  re- 
fulgent, life-giving  light. 

•I* 

The  First  The  hours  passed 
Easter  Dawn  all  too  slowly  for 
the  waiting  women, 
who  desired  to  embalm  his  body 
for  permanent  burial,  but  they 
passed,  and  the  morning  of  the 
third  day  was  approaching,  when 
the  watchers  at  the  tomb  beheld  an 
indescribable  splendor  beaming 
over  the  hills  of  the  east,  which 
soon  cast  its  glory  around  them, 
and  in  the  midst  of  which  there 
rose  up  a double  fan-shaped  dia- 
mond of  shining  whiteness,  resem- 
bling the  unfolding  of  huge  wings, 
Then  as  suddenly  as  the  flash  of 
light,  with  a sharp,  quick  tremor, 
the  earth  began  to  shake,  and  there 
came  the  impetuous  rush,  and 
whirl  of  a mighty  wind,  which  bent 
the  trees  like  they  were  reeds  on 
the  Jordan,  and  which  seemed  to 
scatter  the  stars  in  the  sky  like 
they  had  been  a flock  of  frightened 
birds,  and  with  a surging  sound, 
that  winged  whiteness  swept  for- 
ward and  earthward,  swifter  than 
the  lightning’s  flash.  There  was 
light  and  glory  everywhere,  and  the 
earth  quivering  to  its  deepest  depth, 
seemed  still  and  dead  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  heavenly  messengers, 
for  they  were  two  angels  whom  God 
had  sent  to  roll  away  the  stone 
from  the  tomb  of  the  Christ.  And 

(8)  ! W 
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now  a deep  and  unbroken  silence 
reigns.  All  the  soldiers  of  the 
watch  lay  stretched  on  the  ground, 
as  unconscious  as  dead  men.  It 
was  the  dawn  of  that  glorious  day 
on  which  the  Christ  of  God  arose 
from  the  dead,  bursting  the  bands 
of  death  and  hell,  and  bringing 
light  and  immortality  to  light, 
through  the  gospel. 

The  The  work  of  the  cru- 
Resurrection  cifixion  began  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  was  completed  about 
noon,  and  for  three  dreadful  hours 
Jesus  hung  on  the  cross,  dying  at 
about  three  in  the  afternoon,  or  the 
time  that  the  paschal  lamb  was 
slain  in  the  temple,  the  blood  of 
which  was  made  an  offering  for 
sin.  By  six  in  the  evening,  his 
body  was  in  the  tomb,  and  just  as 
the  Jewish  Sabbath  began  the 
stone  was  rolled  to  the  door  of  the 
rock-hewn  tomb,  and  the  soldiers 
set  to  watch.  But  what  does  God 
care  for  seals  and  soldiers.  But 
the  Jews  supposed  their  triumph 
complete;  Jesus  was  dead,  the 
guard  placed  and  the  devil  dancing 
in  triumph  on  the  grave.  It  does 
seem  now,  as  though  that  battle 
which  began  on  the  mount  of  temp- 
tation had  been  won  by  the  adver- 
sary of  good.  But  wait;  the  angel 
is  coming ; he  is  here  now ; the  stone 
has  been  rolled  away  and  Jesus  is 
coming,  for  amid  the  gloom  we  hear 
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a sound;  it  is  the  voice  of  •Jesus, 
saying,  am  he  that  liveth,  and 
was  dead;  and  behold  I am  alive 
forevermore.’^ 

There  were  two  things  in  which 
all  were  agreed.  That  he  was 
dead,  and  buried,  and  that  the 
body  was  missing ; and  both 
friend  and  foe  set  about  to  ex- 
plain the  absence  of  the  body  from 
the  tomb.  His  enemies  said  it  had 
been  stolen.  Had  it  been  removed 
by  human  agencies  it  would  have 
been  done  by  either  friend  or  foe. 
The  friends  of  Jesus  were  too  few 
and  weak  to  accomplish  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  even  had  such  a 
thing  been  possible  the  enemies  of 
Christ  would  have  retaken  the 
body,  and  proved  him  an  impostor, 
and  their  story  false ; and  had  it 
been  taken  away  by  the  enemies  of 
the  Christ,  they  would  have  pro- 
duced it  at  once  and  upset  the 
whole  story  of  his  divine  claims. 
The  story  as  told  by  the  disciples 
is  the  reasonable  one,  and  the  fact 
that  they  lived  and  died  believing 
it,  shows  beyond  question  that  it 
was  the  true  one. 

The  Women  These  women  came 
at  the  Tomb  to  annoint  his  body 
for  more  decent  and 
permanent  burial.  They  had  no 
thought  of  the  resurrection,  or  they 
would  not  have  brought  their  spices 
for  his  body.  They  came  looking 
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for  a dead  body,  but  they  found  a 
living  angel.  Women  are  not 
easily  discouraged,  they  are  not 
easily  turned  aside  from  their  pur- 
pose, and  when  the  disciples  were 
disheartened  and  probably  plan- 
ning to  return  to  their  old  avoca- 
tion, and  to  stand  all  the  jeers  and 
taunts  that  would  come  to  them 
from  the  defeat  of  their  Master, 
these  women  were  busy  with  heart 
and  hand  in  doing  the  last  sad 
thing  they  could  for  his  body. 

The  resurrection  of  Christ  was  a 
sad  disappointment  to  his  enemies, 
and  a joyous  disappointment  to  his 
friends,  for  his  dearest  friends  and 
closest  followers  were  as  much  sur- 
prised at  the  resurrection  as  were 
the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  Christ. 

Mary  at  the  The  angel  told  the 
Tomb  women  that  he 
whom  they  sought 
was  not  there,  but  to  come  and  see 
the  place  where  the  Lord  lay,  and 
go  quickly  and  tell  his  disciples, 
and  the  record  says  that  they  ran 
with  great  joy,  and  that  on  the  way 
they  met  the  Master,  and  they  came 
and  held  him  by  the  feet  and  wor- 
shiped him.  Woman,  last  at  the 
cross,  first  at  the  tomb.  Woman, 
first  commissione<l  to  preach,  and 
her  congregation  and  her  theme  giv- 
en her;  the  disciples  were  the  hear- 
ers, and  the  resurrection  the  theme. 
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Mary  in  the  When  these  women 
Garden  did  not  find  their 
Lord's  body  in  the 
tomb,  they  were  astonished,  and 
Mary  lingered  in  the  garden  and  to 
her  the  Christ  appeared,  but  was  to 
her  at  the  first  unknown.  She  sup- 
posed him  to  be  the  gardener,  and 
said,  ^^Tell  me  where  you  have  laid 
him,  and  I will  take  him  away.’^ 
Notice  what  a gigantic  task  this 
woman  set  for  herself.  It  will 
hardly  meet  the  case  to  say  that 
she  meant  that  she  would  have  it 
done;  she  meant  to  do  it  with  her 
own  hands,  she  meant  to  lift  that 
beloved  body  and  carry  it  away  to 
a permanent  resting-place. 

It  was  not  until  Jesus  re-crossed 
the  line  between  this  and  the  eter- 
nal world  and  came  back  into  the 
sphere  in  which  Mary  lived,  and 
spoke  to  her  in  the  tender  old  tones 
of  bygone  days,  that  she  recognized 
him. 

Peter  and  Mary  Magdalena 
John  at  the  seems  to  have  come 
Tomb  first  and  alone  to 
the  sepulcher,  and 
finding  it  empty,  she  ran  immedi- 
ately to  tell  Peter  and  John  about 
it,  saying  to  them,  that  they  had 
taken  away  her  Lord  and  she  knew 
not  where  they  had  laid  him.  U])- 
on  this,  I^eter  set  out  with  ^^that  otli- 
er  discij)le’’  to  go  to  the  tomb  The 
two  began  running  together;  but 
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the  ^^other  disciple’’  ran  faster  than 
Peter,  and  reached  the  tomb  first. 
Stooping  down,  he  saw  the  linen 
wrappings  lying  on  the  ground, 
but  did  not  go  inside.  Presently 
Simon  Peter  came  following  him, 
and  went  inside  the  tomb.  There 
he  perceived  the  linen  wrappings 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  the 
cloth  which  had  been  over  Jesus’ 
head,  not  lying  with  the  wrappings, 
but  rolled  up  on  one  side  separate- 
ly. Then  the  -^other  disciple,”  who 
had  reached  the  tomb  first,  went 
inside  too,  and  he  himself  saw  and 
was  convinced,  for  they  were  not 
even  then  familiar  with  the  Scrip- 
ture which  taught  that  Jesus  must 
rise  from  the  dead.  The  disciples 
then  returned  to  their  companions. 
From  this  incident  it  is  easy 
to  see  how  one  may  inspire 
another,  and  how  the  weak  may 
help  the  strong,  and  how  in 
turn  tlie  strong  may  help  the 
weak.  Peter  was  the  stronger  of 
the  two,  and  his  starting  to  the 
tomb  inspired  John  to  start.  John 
got  such  an  impetus  that  he  out- 
ran his  leader,  which  thing  fre- 
quently occurs.  But  when  he  came 
to  the  tomb  he  again  needed  help, 
and  he  whom  he  had  outran  be- 
comes again  the  leader  and  not  on- 
ly goes  in  himself,  but  his  example 
leads  the  weaker  one  in  also. 
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Appearing  to  During  the'  forty 
the  Disciples  days  between  the 
on  the  way  to  resurrection  and 
Emmaus  the  ascension,  Jesus 
appeared  no  less 
than  eleven  different  times  to  men, 
among  which  was  his  walking  with 
the  disciples  down  to  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Emmaus.  They  were  think- 
ing of  the  wonderful  events  of  the 
day,  when  a stranger  joined  them 
and  entered  into  conversation  with 
them.  . The  journey  was  soon  made, 
and  the  three  found  themselves  at 
the  gate  of  the  disciples^  home, 
Avhen  Jesus  made  as  though  he 
would  pass  on  and  was  constrain- 
ed by  the  disciples  to  remain  with 
them,  urging  that  it  was  then  late. 
Jesus  stayed,  and  in  the  breaking 
of  bread  was  made  known  to  them, 
and  immediately  vanished  out  of 
their  sight.  I have  heard  it  said 
that  Jesus  was  a little  hypocritical 
in  making  as  though  he  would  pass 
on,  Avhen  really  he  wanted  to  re- 
main. No,  Jesus  was  not  hypo- 
critical, he  was  a gentleman,  and 
Avould  not  impose  his  presence  up- 
on any  one  uninvited.  Just  as 
soon  as  they  had  invited  him,  he 
accepted  the  invitation  and  entered 
their  home,  and  that  is  just  what 
will  happen  when  you  invite  him, 
and  it  will  not  until  you  do.  Jesus 
believed  in  good  manners,  and  you 
should  have  manners  enough  to  ask 
him  to  come  into  your  home.  After 
he  had  gone  they  returned  to  Jeru- 
salem and'  told  what  they  knew 
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and  made  inquiry  about  the  won- 
derful things  that  were  transpir- 
ing, and  they  said  one  to  the  other, 
^^Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us, 
as  he  talked  to  us  by  the  way  Do 
you  know  there  are  lives  that  put 
us  upon  our  best  behavior  as  soon 
as  we  touch  them,  and  others  again 
that  are  so  common  that  we  care 
nothing  about  our  behavior,  our 
grammar,  our  posture,  or  any  oth- 
er thing  that  enters  into  a really 
cultured  life.  Get  into  good  socie- 
ty and  it  will  improve  you  in  every 
way,  and  your  hearts  will  burn 
with  an  eager  desire  to  be  better 
the  moment  you  have  to  do  with  the 
Christ. 

The  Eleven  as  On  Sunday  evening 
They  Sat  as  the  eleven  disci- 
at  Meat  pies  were  at  meat, 
Jesus  appeared  to 
them  and  upbraided  them  for  their 
unbelief  when  there  had  been  given 
them  such  indubitable  proof  of  his 
resurrection.  This  is  a most  im- 
portant circumstance  in  the  history 
of  our  Lord’s  resurrection.  Xever 
were  men  more  difficult  to  be  con- 
vinced of  anything  than  they  were 
of  that  fact.  And  this  shows  con- 
clusively that  tliey  had  not  conspir- 
ed to  impose  on  the  world ; that 
they  had  given  up  all  for  lost  when 
he  died;  that  they  did  not  ex^^ect 
his  resurrection;  and  all  this  is  the 
strongest  proof  that  he  truly  rose. 
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They  were  not  convinced  lentil  it 
was  impossible  for  them  longer  to 
deny  it.  Had  they  expected  it^  they 
would  have  caught  easily  at  the 
slightest  evidence,  and  would  have 
turned  every  circumstance  in  favor 
of  such  an  event.  It  may  be  added 
that  it  was  impossible  that  eleven 
men  of  good  natural  understand- 
ing should  have  been  deceived  in 
so  plain  a case.  They  had  been 
with  Jesus  three  years;  they  per- 
fectly knew  his  features,  voice, 
manner ; and  it  is  not  credible  that 
they  should  have  been  deceived  by 
any  one  who  might  have  pretended 
to  have  been  the  Lord  Jesus.  A 
whole  week  passed  before  the  next 
manifestation  was  recorded.  On 
Sunday,  known  henceforth  as  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  in  contrast 
with  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  the  sev- 
enth day,  and  as  especially  the 
Lord’s  day,  the  eleven  assembled  as 
they  had  done  on  every  day  during 
the  week.  Thomas,  who  had  not 
been  present  on  the  Sunday  before, 
refused  to  believe  that  Jesus  had 
risen,  without  complete  proof.  The 
doors  had  been  carefully  closed  for 
fear  of  spies;  suddenly  the  words, 
^Teace  be  with  you,”  were  heard, 
and  Jesus  stood  before  them.  Turn- 
ing to  the  doubting  one,  he  said. 
Reach  hither  thy  finger ; here  are  my 
pierced  hands;  put  thy  hand  into 
my  side,  and  be  not  faithless,  but 
believing.  To  see  the  hands  and 
feet  and  side;  to  receive  such  con- 
descension; Thomas  could  only  ut- 
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ter  his  one  deepest  thought — that 
he  hhd  before  him  his  Lord  and  his 
God. 

OUR,LORD^S  APPEARANCES  AFTER 
HIS  RESURRECTION. 

(1)  To  Mary  Magdalene  alone 
(Alark  16:9;  John  20:11-18). 

(2)  To  the  women  returning 
from  the  sepulcher  (Matt.  28 :9, 10.) 

(3)  To  Simon  Peter  alone 
(Luke  24:34). 

(4)  To  two  disciples  going  to 
Emmaus  {Luke  24:13). 

(5)  To  the  apostles  at  Jerusa- 
lem, excepting  Thomas,  who  was 
absent  (John  20:  19). 

(6)  To  the  apostles  at  Jerusa- 
lem a second  time,  when  Thomas 
was  present  (John  20:26,  29). 

(7)  At  the  sea  of  Tiberias,  when 
seven  disciples  were  fishing  (John 
21:1). 

(8)  To  the  eleven  disciples  on 
a mountain  in  Galilee  7 Matt.  28: 
16)  and  to  above  500  brethren  at 
once  (I  Cor.  15:6,)  in  Galilee, 
probably  at  the  same  time,  though 
some  make  these  to  be  separate  ap- 
pearances, counting  eleven  in  all. 

(9)  To  James  only  (I Cor.  15:7). 

(10)  To  all  the  apostles  on 
Mount  Olivet,  at  his  ascension 
( Luke  24:51). 

Of  the  ten  or  eleven  recorded 
apearances  of  our  Lord  after  his 
resurrection  five  were  on  the  first 
day. 
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1.  To  Mary  Magdalene. 

2.  To  the  women  returning  from 
the  sepulcher. 

e3.  To  Peter. 

4.  To  the  disciples  on  the  way  to 
Emmaiis. 

5.  To  ten  disciples  and  others^ 
Thomas,  however,  being  absent. 


The  The  record  of  his 

Ascension  appearance  in  royal 

majesty  to  the  eleven  disciples  on 
a mountain  in  Galilee  and  probably 
the  five  hundred  brethren  mention- 
ed by  Paul  and  the  great  commis- 
sion with  the  pledge  of  his  unbrok- 
en and  continued  friendhsip  and 
presence  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
form  an  appropriate  conclusion  to 
the  earthly  career  of  our  Lord.  We 
know  not  with  what  parting  words 
he  took  leave  of  these  men  who 
had  been  to  him  companions  in 
sorroAV,  and  who,  notwithstanding 
their  obtuseness  were  a real  com- 
fort to  him.  All  we  are  told  is, 
that  he  gave  them  his  blessing  with 
uplifted  hands,  and  that  in  the  act 
he  was  parted  from  them.  I have 
often  thought  that  he  bade  each 
one  a personal  good-bye,  having 
some  word  of  cheer  and  encourage- 
ment to  say  to  them  individually. 
I think  he  came  to  Peter  and  took 
liiin  by  the  hand,  and  said,  ^^Peter, 
you  have  never  understood  me,  you 
have  never  known  the  real  purpose 
of  my  mission,  and  you  have  been 
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a source  of  anxiety  to  me ; you 
have  great  capabilities,  you  are  a 
born  leader,  and  will  always  have 
a following;  but  Peter  you  are  ir- 
ritable, so  easily  stirred,  and  are 
so  fretful  that  you  will  have  a hard 
time  of  it  unless  you  change.  But 
Peter,  remember  that  I will  be  with 
you,  and  when  others  are  out  of 
patience  with  vou  1 shall  still  be 
your  friend.  Good-bye.’’  I think  he 
came  to  John,  and  took  him  by  the 
hand,  and  said,  “‘John,  you  have 
been  a real  comfort  to  me,  and  the 
road  has  been  a little  smoother  be- 
cause of  your  presence  and  sympa- 
thy. I have  had  a hard  time,  but  it 
would  have  been  harder  had  it  not 
been  for  you.  I want  you  to  know 
that  I have  appreciated  you,  and 
when  the  road  is  rough  and  the  sky 
dark,  and  the  storm  is  upon  you 
John,  remember  that  you  were  good 
to  me,  and  that  I will  not  leave  you, 
nor  forsake  you.  Good-bye,  John.” 
And  so  I think  that  one  after  the 
other  he  parted  from  them,  bidding 
each  a good-bye,  in  which  he  ex- 
presses his  heartfelt  appreciation 
of  what  they  had  been  to  him,  and 
then  came  the  glory,  and  he  was 
lifted  up  from  the  earth,  and  he 
went  back  to  live  with  God,  at 
whose  right  hand  he  is  now  seated, 
and  where  he  ever  liveth  to  make 
intercession  for  us,  and  from 
whence  he  will  come  again  to  re- 
ceive us  to  himself.  Later  oh  the 
dying  Stephen  was  permitted  to 
look  into  heaven  and  behold  him 
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as  he  is  to  be  seen  to^da^,  anij  as 
we  shall  see  him  when  the  tveary 
day  is  over  and  we  go  home  to  rest* 
J^Come  unto  me, 

^^Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour, 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I will 
give  yon  rest. 

^Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
learn  of  me:  for  I am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart;  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  unto  your  souls. 

^^For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my 
burden  is  light.’’ 
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